


TO THE HIVE MIND
JOURNEY!

Over the next six weeks, you and your 

group are going to laugh, learn, and grow 

together. If you’re new to the whole concept 

of church, or if it’s your first time back in a 

long time, don’t worry. Our hope is for this 

to be a low-key, easily accessible, and safe 

environment to process what you believe, 

why you believe it, and how you want to 

live those beliefs out.



I’ll confess. Biology wasn’t my strongest subject in school, but I’m fascinated by the 
animal kingdom. Recently, some friends of mine and I came across the work of Dr. 
Thomas Seeley, the Horace White Professor of Biology in the Department of 
Neurobiology and Behavior at Cornell University.

Dr. Seeley is an expert in swarm intelligence, a concept that describes how groups of 
animals capture prey, defend themselves, or make decisions in unison.

In his book, Honeybee Democracy, Seeley says:

What’s a “Hive Mind”? 

It’s as if they are operating with a single brain or a “hive mind.”

“The three pounds of bees in a honeybee swarm, just like the three pounds of 
neurons in a human brain, achieve their collective wisdom by organizing themselves 
in such a way that even though each individual has limited information and 
limited intelligence, the group as a whole makes first-rate collective.

A colony of honeybees is, then, far more than an aggregation of individuals, it 
is a composite being that functions as an integrated whole. Indeed, one can 
accurately think of a honeybee colony as a single living entity, weighing
as much as ten pounds and performing all of the basic physiological 
processes that support life: ingesting and digesting food … circulating 
resources, … controlling body temperature, sensing the environment, 
deciding how to behave, and achieving locomotion.”

What does a HIVE MIND have to do with spiritual growth? 

One of the early followers of Jesus, Paul of Tarsus, wrote a letter to a group of people in 
Corinth, an ancient city in south-central Greece. In this letter, he included this cryptic line: 
“But we have the mind of Christ.” The goal of this series is to explore these concepts:

• What is the mind of Christ?
• How do we know the mind of Christ?
• What happens if we think and act with the mind of Christ together??
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Disclaimer: 
I know you’re thinking it, so I’m just going to address it now at the very beginning.

LET’S GET STARTED! 

DOESN’T
SPIRITUAL

GROUPTHINK
LEAD NORMAL

PEOPLE TO
DO CREEPY

THINGS?

Historically, cults are derived from charismatic human leaders 
manipulating vulnerable people to conform to a rigid ideology. 
We don’t find a precedent for this in the Bible at all. Everything 
we teach is rooted in the wisdom of Scripture and points to 
Jesus as our ultimate authority.

ISN’T ROBOTIC
UNIFORM
THINKING
KIND OF

CULT-LIKE?

Yes, but that’s not what we want to do in this series. Jesus asks 
us to love him with all of our mind, which means we use our 
minds, we keep them sharp, we ask probing questions, and we 
discern what is true with other wise people.

ARE YOU
ASKING ME
TO BE SOME

KIND OF
MINDLESS
DRONE?

Bee colonies have drones, but this study doesn’t. No, we’re not 
asking you to be a drone. We are inviting you to be an active 
partner in this journey. Your unique thoughts and experiences 
are going to inform what you and your fellow group members 
learn along the way.

WILL I
GET

STUNG?

No actual bees will be used at any point in this journey. And no 
bees were harmed in the creation of this little book.
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W E E K  1

DO A LITTLE DANCE -
WHY BEES GET EXCITED

COMPELLING OTHERS TO JOIN THE DANCE. 

If you’ve been around church for very long, then you know one of 
your “jobs” is to reach more people for Jesus. Yet some days, this 
mission can feel more like a dreaded chore than a joyful dance. We 
need a source of energy and motivation for the task to which we’ve 
been called. This week, we’ll explore how having the mind of Christ 
propels us in our calling and renews our perspective of what it looks 
like to be on mission.

Based on: The sermon series, “Hive Mind”, from The Water’s Edge Network



“Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade others. 
What we are is plain to God, and I hope it is also plain to your conscience. We 
are not trying to commend ourselves to you again, but are giving you an 
opportunity to take pride in us, so that you can answer those who take pride 
in what is seen rather than in what is in the heart. If we are “out of our mind,” 
as some say, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. For Christ’s 
love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all 
died. And He died for all, that those who live should no longer live for 
themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.

So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we 
once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! All this 
is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in 
Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us 
the message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as 
though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s 
behalf: Be reconciled to God.”

2 Corinthians 5:11-20

Scripture:  
“Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s 
mercy, to o�er your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing 
to God—this is your true and proper worship. Do not conform to 
the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 
your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s 
will is—his good, pleasing, and perfect will.”
Romans 12:1-2
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The Church is God’s plan for his mission of reaching the world with the good news of 
the Gospel. We are the Church. Yet, carrying out the mission can feel burdensome. It 
may be because we’re distracted and concerned with temporal things. It may be 
because our hearts have become spiritually anemic and therefore apathetic to see 
souls as God sees them. Or perhaps, we truly want to share Christ but lack the 
knowledge of how to do it or the courage to speak up when the time is right.

The remedy for this predicament is for believers to be transformed by the renewing 
of their minds. This process resets our hearts on the mission at hand and compels 
us to persuade others to do the same.

Some consider Romans to be Paul’s crowning work. He begins the letter by describing 
the human condition and our need for grace (chapters 1-4). Then, he defines what it 
looks like to live under grace (chapters 5-8) and explores the overflow of the grace 
we have been given (chapter 9-11). He concludes by describing the church that is 
shaped by grace (chapters 12 – 16). Romans helps us develop a framework for what 
it means to have the mind of Christ – a mind that is constantly shaped by a realization 
of the grace we’ve been given.

By contrast, Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians instructs a young church to get 
back on mission after a period of great turmoil. It appears the Corinthians were 
distancing themselves from Paul and thus from their connection to the gospel. He 
fears they are shying away from a confident proclamation of the message of the 
cross, and Paul appeals for them to be loyal to authentic ministry both in substance 
and style. While their culture prized oratory and power, Paul encourages the Corinthian 
church to instead embrace the weak method of gospel proclamation to carry out 
God’s mission.

The hive mind is the collective thoughts, ideas, and beliefs of the church, directed by 
the Spirit, functioning together as the mind of Christ. Defining and adopting the 
mind of Christ is essential to carrying out his mission, which is our purpose for living 
(Matthew 28, Acts 1). We are seeking information to understand the mind of Christ 
for our ultimate transformation.

Having the mind of Christ changes our 
thinking, causing us to live on mission.BIG IDEA

Identify the Current Issue

Romans presents the message of grace. Corinthians calls us back to that 
message. Only when the church is united under this message of grace can 
we be e�ective in our mission.
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“Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what 
God’s will is – his good, pleasing, and perfect will.” Romans 12:2

“And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation... We implore 
you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.” 2 Corinthians 5:18, 20

TEACHING POINT ONE: THE MIND OF CHRIST IS SACRIFICIAL. 

Paul declares that a renewed mind leads to a transformed life and causes us to be 
people of passionate evangelism.

Paul declares who God is in Romans 11:33-36. Then, in our passage, he transitions to 
urge us to live out a proper response to that incredible reality. God has been so rich 
in his love toward us, through Jesus, that we could never even dream of how to repay 
him for his kindness. God’s mercy to sinners like us should create a new desire in us 
to live for Christ. So, Paul compels us to o�er our bodies as living and holy sacrifices 
to God. Paul is hinting to the reader that it is through voluntary su�ering that this 
countercultural lifestyle of worship is produced. True worship, the kind that pleases 
God, is a life sacrificed in service to him and others.

• THE HONEY BEE 

Did you know that: 
- Scout honeybees go out to explore and find new homes and sources of food and 
water for the good of the community.
- Scout honeybees get so excited and begin to dance as a way of telling a swarming 
colony about the location of a potential new home and the location of food and 
water.

Discover the Eternal Truths 

"Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to o�er 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God – this is your true 
and proper worship." Romans 12:1

1
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Truth: In light of God’s mercy to us, sacrifice for others is the 
di�cult, but fitting, path for followers of Jesus.

• Describe how your life has been changed by God’s love and mercy toward you.

• In what ways does this love reorient us to live a life of sacrifice?

• Hebrews 12:2 says that it was “for the joy set before him, Jesus endured the cross.” 
Take some time to imagine and discuss some of the ways this ultimate sacrifice brought 
Jesus joy.

• Share a time when sacrificing for someone else brought you joy.

TEACHING POINT TWO: THE MIND OF CHRIST TRANSFORMS US. 

Maybe you’re thinking, “How can I be a holy sacrifice?” You’d be right to wonder how 
you can pull o� what only Jesus seems to be capable of. Sacrifice on this level is 
going to take some serious transformation. Paul gives us the command to live as a 
sacrifice, but he doesn’t stop there. There’s a critical key that can unlock our potential to 
sacrifice for others as Christ did, and it is to have the mind of Christ.

To have the mind of Christ, our entire system of thinking must be transformed. Paul 
wants us to replace an old, worldly way of thinking that’s centered on ourselves (see 
Romans 1) with a new way of thinking that’s centered on God’s good, pleasing, and 
perfect will. A renewed mind values God’s opinion over the world’s opinion, and that 
will always be an unpopular view. A renewed mind values others over self (Philip-
pians 2:4), and that will always require sacrifice.

• THE HONEY BEE 

Did you know that: 
- The honeybee colony, in community, is routinely changing. Constantly working on 
their situation is part of who they are. They are always in search of a better home, 
food source, or water source.

Questions

"Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s 
will is – his good, pleasing, and perfect will." Romans 12:2

2
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Truth: A renewed mind is always ready to sacrifice for the good 
of others.

• What ways has God given us to renew our minds and change our thinking?

• How does each one of us renewing our mind better our community of believers?

TEACHING POINT THREE: THE MIND OF CHRIST LEADS US TO THE MISSION 
OF CHRIST. 

A natural result of being rescued is the desire to rescue others. When we know 
what it’s like to fear the Lord and experience his love, we are compelled to share 
that Good News with others. In fact, sacrifice becomes our lifestyle so others can 
be reconciled to Christ. The basic meaning of reconciliation is, “to change thorou- 
ghly.” This initial transformation takes place through Christ’s love for us by his 
death on the cross. It is there that we are reconciled to God and our situation in 
eternity radically changes. When that love goes into your life, it further transfor- 
ms you by inevitably flowing out of your life. We get energized for Jesus’ mission 
when we are changed by Jesus’ love.

• THE HONEY BEE 

Did you know that: 
- Honeybee swarms thrive o� of each other. When a scout finds a potential home or 
food source, she comes back to the swarm and enthusiastically shares her findings 
through dance. The work of one brings life to many.

Questions

“Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade others…- 
For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for 
all…and he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themsel- 
ves but for him who died . . . And he has committed to us the message of 
reconciliation . . . We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.” 
(Taken from 2 Corinthians 5:11-21)

3
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Truth: An authentic encounter with Christ’s love compels us to 
joyfully share the gospel.

• In what ways has your reconciliation to God represented a “thorough change”? 
Share how your life has changed since coming to Christ.

• In these verses, Paul uses words like “convince, commit, compel, implore and per-
suade.” How do these words shape your feelings toward the nature of our message 
about Jesus?

1. The mind of Christ is sacrificial.
    a. What is one sacrifice you can make this week for the good of someone 
        around you?

2. The mind of Christ transforms us.
     a. Commit to starting a reading plan in the Bible that will keep you engaged 
         in renewing your mind.
     b. Discuss how you plan to make it happen with your group (time of day, 
         reading plan, etc.).

3. The mind of Christ leads us to the mission of Christ. 
     a. Write down a few names of people you know who don’t know Jesus.
     b. Take time as a group to intentionally pray over these names and ask God
         to enable you to speak to them with boldness this week.

The word enthusiasm means to have strong excitement or feeling about someone or 
something. This week’s topic focuses on enthusiasm, specifically as it relates to the 
motivation and excitement people have because of their relationship with Jesus.

• List things that make you excited. How does having a relationship with Jesus keep us 
excited and enthusiastic even when life is sometimes not exciting or when it is hard?

• What does it mean to have a relationship with Jesus? (Ephesians 2:8-9, Romans 10:9-10)

• Share about a story in the Bible where someone was excited about following God or 
meeting Jesus. Why were they excited? (Mary seeing Jesus at the tomb in John 20:1-18, 
Zacchaeus in Luke 19:1-10, or the man Jesus healed at the pool in John 5.)

• What is a way we can share about the excitement we have in our relationship with 
Christ with our friends and families this week?

Questions

Questions for Families  

Application
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W E E K  2

OPENHANDED OPINIONS: 
WHY BEES WRITE PLANS IN PENCIL

LEARNING TO BE FLEXIBLE
Thinking and Living with the Mind of the Spirit 

A stereotypical brainstorming meeting often begins with the 
encouragement to “think outside the box.” This is precisely what 
Paul is calling the early Christ-followers in first-century Rome to do. 
In Romans 7 and 8, Paul calls his readers to discern the di�erence 
between “law-based” thinking and Spirit-led living.

Based on: The sermon series, “Hive Mind”, from The Water’s Edge Network



“Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the flesh 

desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set 

on what the Spirit desires. The mind governed by the flesh is death, but the 

mind governed by the Spirit is life and peace. The mind governed by the flesh 

is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so.”

Romans 8:5-7

Scripture:  
“For in my inner being I delight in God’s law; but I see another law 
at work in me, waging war against the law of my mind and making 
me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within me.
What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body 
that is subject to death? Thanks be to God, who delivers me 
through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself in my mind am a 
slave to God’s law, but in my sinful nature a slave to the law of 
sin.” Romans 7:22 – 25
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Many well-meaning people are trying to make progress in their spiritual lives. There 
seems to be a gap between where we are and where we want to be. It’s as if we’re 
standing at one side of a canyon, and while we can see the other side, we don’t have 
any identifiable way to get there. We tend to settle for making the same mistakes 
and getting stuck in similar patterns. We want to move on from this way of living, but 
we just don’t know how. I once heard a speaker describe an encounter where he 
discovered his young daughter in tears. “What’s wrong, honey?” he asked. She 
replied, “Everyone keeps telling me to be good, but nobody tells me how!”

These are precisely the questions Paul aims to answer in Romans 7 and 8. “Why 
can’t I seem to change? What’s the reason I don’t seem to experience change? 
How do I get to a point where I’m operating with the wisdom of Christ in all of my 
decisions?”

Spirit-led thinking leads to 
life and peace.BIG IDEA

Identify the Current Issue

Discover the Eternal Truths 

TEACHING POINT ONE: WE GET TO CHOOSE OUR MINDSET.

Paul says there are two mind frames we can live by: The mind of the Spirit or the 
mind of the flesh.

Life without the Spirit is a spiritual treadmill. There is an intellectual desire for progress, 
but a spiritual deficiency that prevents it. It is marked by a cycle of striving, failure, 
guilt, and despair. This results in greater striving, repeated failure, increased guilt, 
and deepening despair. It’s no wonder Paul describes this state as a wretched one.

1
“For I do not do the good I want to do, but the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on 
doing. Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living 
in me that does it. So I find this law at work: Although I want to do good, evil is right 
there with me. For in my inner being I delight in God’s law; but I see another law at work 
in me, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of 
sin at work within me. What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body 
that is subject to death? Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our 
Lord! So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God’s law, but in my sinful nature a slave 
to the law of sin.” Romans 7:19-25
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• THE HONEY BEE 

In “The Secret Life of Bees,” Carl Zimmer says honeybees show flexibility when it 
comes to their decision making:

“Once a scout finds a site, she travels back and forth from site to hive. Each time she 
returns, she dances to win over other scouts. But the number of dance repetitions 
declines, until she stops dancing altogether. Seeley and his colleagues found that 
honeybees that visit good sites keep dancing for more trips than honeybees from 
mediocre ones. This decaying dance allows a swarm to avoid getting stuck in a bad 
decision. Even when a mediocre site has attracted a lot of scouts, a single scout 
returning from a better one can cause the hive to change its collective mind.”

“It’s beautiful when you see how well it works,” Seeley said. “Things don’t bog down 
when individuals get too stubborn. In fact, they’re all pretty modest. They say, ‘Well, 
I found something, and I think it’s interesting. I don’t know if it’s the best, but I’ll 
report what I found and let the best site win.’”

When a group of people consider a new way of thinking, they are more likely to 
avoid getting stuck in a bad decision. Paul is describing an alternative way for the 
Roman church to live.

Truth: It’s in the honeybee’s nature to be flexible. 

• Can you think of a time in your life where you could relate to the struggle described 
here?

• Do you ever have trouble getting your actions to reflect your intentions?

• From your perspective, what is the cause of the disconnect between actions and 
intentions?

SIDEBAR
Is Paul living in this tension? It sounds like he’s having trouble making progress too. 
Theologian Craig Keener contends this passage reflects Paul’s experience before he 
was a follower of Jesus. He quotes one ancient writer, Pelagius, who said, “The divided 
person Paul speaks of in Romans 7:25 cannot be Paul himself, since God’s grace had 
set him free.” Keener notes, “He uses the first person because he can personally 
identify with his people’s experience.”

Questions
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TEACHING POINT TWO: DOUBLE-MINDED LIVING IS COUNTER PRODUCTIVE.

Romans 7 describes back and forth, flip-floppy thinking. James, Paul’s contempo-
rary, calls this the double-minded life; it is spiritually unproductive.

Craig Keener writes, “True moral information, however, cannot free one from the 
verdict of one’s passions. One can be freed only by the gift of a new life based on 
divine righteousness.”

2
“If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all 
without finding fault, and it will be given to you. But when you ask, you must 
believe and not doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, 
blown and tossed by the wind. That person should not expect to receive 
anything from the Lord. Such a person is double minded and unstable in all 
they do.” James 1:5-8

TEACHING POINT THREE: THE MIND OF THE SPIRIT LEADS TO LIFE AND PEACE.

If the mind of the flesh leads to despair and fatigue, the life of the Spirit results in 
both hope and life.

3
“Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the flesh 
desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set 
on what the Spirit desires. The mind governed by the flesh is death, but the 
mind governed by the Spirit is life and peace. The mind governed by the 
flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. 
Those who are in the realm of the flesh cannot please God. You, however, are 
not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed the 
Spirit of God lives in you.” Romans 8:5-9

• Describe a season in your life where you had su�cient information about God, but 
were not experiencing any transformation.

• Do you believe that if you have more information about God, the Bible, or a particular 
topic or challenge, you’ll be more likely to experience spiritual maturity?

Questions
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To aspire to the Spirit life, without living in the power of the Spirit is perpetually frus- 
trating. Those who live independently of God’s wisdom live independently of God’s 
power.

The mind of the Spirit is:

 - Alive
 - Peaceful
 - Pleasing (Submissive)

Craig Keener says, “The Spirit is active in believers’ lives. The Spirit attests and com- 
municates the message of the cross; without the Spirit the message will not be 
unders- tood. Nevertheless, the full activity of the Spirit is not automatic; believers 
might forget that the Spirit dwells among them and in them or has righted them. This 
neglect does not stop the Spirit from dwelling in believers, but it may impede a 
degree of the Spirit’s activity . . . The one who trusts in Christ’s work for being put 
right forensically should also trust in Christ’s work for being put right behaviorally. 
Instead of merely trying to control their sinful impulses (though self-control is also a 
fruit of the Spirit), believers may be conscious that Christ is living through them.

Ultimately, our identity informs our activity. Stuart Cohen, an organizational change 
expert, says, “What people think and feel drives what they say and do.” If we believe 
we have the mind of the Spirit, and we believe we are empowered by the Spirit to 
act like Jesus, we are likely to do so.

Personal identity informs personal activity. If I believe I am an empowered and fully 
freed daughter or son of God, I will exercise that identity when I face challenges or 
temptations. Corporate identity informs corporate activity. If we believe, as a family, 
a group, or a church, that we have the mind of Christ and can live fully in accordan-
ce with the Spirit, our demeanor will drive our decisions.

• Do you believe you are actively experiencing the life and peace that comes with 
exercising the mind of the Spirit? If so, how? If not, why do you think that is?

• What key factors frame your understanding of your identity these days? Is it your 
job, relationship status, physical well-being, ailments, or financial status? Are you 
understanding who you are in light of what God says about you? If not, why?

Questions
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The Serenity Prayer. If you have any experience with Celebrate Recovery or 
Alcoholics Anonymous, you may already be familiar with it. If you’re not,
here it is:

        Serenity Prayer- by Reinhold Niebuhr
        God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change; 
        courage to change the things I can; and wisdom to know the di�erence. 
        Living one day at a time; enjoying one moment at a time;
        accepting hardships as the pathway to peace;
        taking, as He did, this sinful world as it is, not as I would have it; 
        trusting that He will make all things right if I surrender to His will;
        so that I may be reasonably happy in this life and supremely happy with Him 
        forever and ever in the next.
        Amen.

The Serenity Prayer can serve as a daily reminder that God is over all things 
and at work in all things. While I am responsible for my behavior, and to 
exercise the mind of Christ, I’m not responsible for the outcome of every 
situation.

Prayer of Indi�erence. The prayer of indi�erence is another way for us to 
transcend our own selfish motives and agendas (the mind of the flesh) and 
pursue the mind of the Spirit. It’s based on Luke 1:38, where Mary prays: 
“Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your 
word.”

        Author Ruth Haley Barton writes:
        “Most of us don’t think of indi�erence as being very positive. In fact, we tend to identify         
        indi�erence as an attitude of apathy or not caring—exactly the opposite of the passion 
        and drive we associate with good leadership. However, in the spiritual life, indi�erence 
        can be a very positive term, one that is rich with spiritual significance. It means “I am 
        indi�erent to anything but God’s will.”

The prayer of indi�erence expresses the fact that we have come to a place 
where we want God’s will—nothing more, nothing less, nothing else. It 
means we want God’s will more than our own personal comfort or safety, 
more than ego-gratification or wanting to look good in the eyes of others, 
more than our own pleasure or preference, more than whatever it is we 
think we want.

The mind of the Spirit is both life and peace. The question now becomes, what 
practices can I incorporate into my daily life that allow me to experience that life 
and peace?

   Here are some recommendations:

Application

1

2
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"Now in the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called 
Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and 
Saul. While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for 
me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” So after they had fasted 
and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them o�." Acts 13:1-3

This week’s topic focuses on Spirit-led thinking, which gives us a healthier and better life. 
In Colossians 3, Paul speaks to the church of Colossae, reminding them, and us, that we 
are to live with a new kind of mindset. We are to depend on Biblical wisdom to define 
our truth, and “set our minds [and hearts] on things above, not on earthly things.” Paul 
reminds us even our hearts and minds need to be changed by the gospel. As we depend 
on the Lord, our lives will be transformed.

1. What does it mean to have Spirit-led thinking on a daily basis? How do we do this with 
the help of God’s Word and our family?

2. Why is it so important to think about godly things every day? How can this help us 
have a positive outlook?

3. The opposite of healthy thinking is toxic thinking. Many times, we think toxic thoughts 
about others, our circumstances, or ourselves. List ways we can be on guard and not let 
the toxic and unhealthy thoughts a�ect our relationships and our day.

4. List an area about you or your family where you want God to give you a new, healthy 
mindset. Ask the Holy Spirit to help you with this when you pray today. 

Questions for Families  

It is a state of wide openness to God in which we are free from undue 
attachments and have the capacity to relinquish whatever might keep 
us from choosing for God and for love in the world. It is a prayer in 
which we abandon ourselves to God.

If the mind of the Spirit seeks what is pleasing to God, the prayer of indi�erence 
leads us to a place of surrendering our preferences to God’s will.

Group decisions. The mind of the Spirit tends to function by unanimity, not 
consensus. While every group should honor the unique perspectives and 
gifts of every individual, when we seek the mind of the Spirit on a decision 
for family, group, or church, we do so by believing that God has a clear 
answer for every question.

        “Whenever God leads a group of people to His will, He will lead them all to the same 
        conclusion, over time.” – Joe Alrdrich

In the early church, the model for making strategic decisions was spending 
time in God’s presence until the mind of the Spirit was made clear.
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W E E K  3

SERVING WITH THE MIND OF CHRIST
CREATES UNDENIABLE IMPACT  

When the Word of God became flesh, born as a baby, that didn’t 
disguise who God was but revealed Him. When Jesus was whipped, 
beaten, bruised, and battered beyond recognition, He did not 
disguise God but revealed Him. The cross is the ultimate revelation 
of the heart and the nature of a God who lived and loved to serve. 
The hive mind is a servant mind.

Based on: The sermon series, “Hive Mind”, from The Water’s Edge Network

EXPONENTIAL OUTPUT: 
WHAT BEES TEACH US ABOUT

PRODUCTIVITY



In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as 
Christ Jesus:

Who, being in very nature God, 
did not consider equality with God
something to be used to his own advantage; rather, 
he made himself nothing
by taking the very nature of a servant, 
being made in human likeness.
And being found in appearance as a man, 
he humbled himself
by becoming obedient to death— 
even death on a cross!
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 
and gave him the name that is above every name, 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father.”

Philippians 2:1-11

Scripture:  
“Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with 
Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the 
Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make my joy complete 
by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and 
of one mind. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. 
Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, not looking to 
your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.
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Mark Twain once commented about the weather, “Everyone talks about it, but no 
one does anything about it.” We all know what that means, and sadly, it could apply 
to certain words that are banded about. Like the idea of the servant mindset. All too 
often, service is defined in internal ways: serving in children and student ministry, 
volunteering in the parking lot, serving at the homeless shelter, etc. Of course, these 
are all good things, but all too often, we see such acts of service as a sacrifice we 
make. It’s almost as if service is a concession for Christ’s church, not an expression 
of Christ’s nature.

The hive mind is the collective thoughts, ideas, and beliefs of the church, directed by 
the Spirit, functioning together as the mind of Christ. A critical aspect of the mind of 
Christ is the servant mind. The servant mindset is part of the DNA of the mind of 
Christ. This servant mindset was not a concession by the divine but an expression of 
the divine life.

In today’s teaching, we learn that sacrificing our time, talents, and treasures to reach 
the world is not a concession we make for the sake of Christ but an expression of 
Christ’s life for the sake of the world.

When we think of service with the mind 
of Christ, we make an incredible impact.BIG IDEA

Identify the Current Issue

“In your relationships with one another, have the 
same mindset as Christ Jesus:” Philippians 2:5

TEACHING POINT ONE: THE SERVANT MIND CONTRIBUTES TO THE HIVE.

Discover the Eternal Truths 

“Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if 
any comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness 
and compassion, then make my joy complete by being like- minded, having 
the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind.” Philippians 2:1-2

1
Paul connected the servant mind to love and unity within the body.
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For Paul, believers are to think and act in ways that support unity and service to one 
another. Such service shows we have the mind of Christ.

• THE HONEY BEE 

Did you know that: 

♦ Bees have four wings that stroke 11,400 times per minute - making their distinctive buzz.

♦ Bees fly at a rate of about 12 miles per hour.

♦ The honeybee is not born knowing how to make honey but is taught by the more experienced.

♦ A honeybee visits between 50 and 100 flowers during one collection flight from the hive.

♦ Producing one pound of honey requires two million flowers to be visited.

♦ A hive of bees must fly 55,000 miles to produce a pound of honey.

♦ One bee colony can produce 60 to 100 pounds of honey per year.

♦ It would take approximately one ounce of honey to fuel a bee's flight around the world.

♦ The average worker bee will only make about 1/12 of a teaspoon of honey in its lifetime.

Truth: It’s in the honeybee’s nature to serve the hive.

• To what degree do you feel service is natural to a Christian? With the honeybee as 
an example, what does serving the hive look like for a Christian?

• In what ways does this kind of service feel more like a concession for Christ or an 
expression of Christ to you?

Questions
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TEACHING POINT TWO: THE SERVING CHRIST: A CONCESSION OR AN EX-
PRESSION? 

The word “being” is what is called a “circumstantial participle.” This particular kind of 
participle in the Greek can only be translated by the circumstances around it (the 
context). There are typically a number of words or phrases you can use to get to the 
meaning: “by means of,” “because,” “although,” “while,” or “even if.”

If you look at the verse, modern translations choose two words to explain the mea- 
ning of “who”: “being” or “(al)though.”

The NIV chooses the word “being” to describe our second word: “Who, being in very 
nature God...”

The ESV uses the word “though” to describe our second word. This is concessional: 
“Who, though he was in the form of God.”

For the ESV, the incarnation is a concession Jesus makes. It’s an exception, some- 
thing unlikely. No one would doubt that the incarnation was unlikely, but the implica- 
tion of this is that Jesus serves and saves us in spite of Himself, not because it’s in 
God’s nature to serve and to save. The ESV chooses to emphasize the otherness of 
God’s nature.

For the NIV, the incarnation is an expression of God’s nature because it’s in God’s 
nature to serve and to save. The incarnation and the cross aren’t so much of a con-
cession God makes but an expression of God’s heart.

“Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God 
something to be used to his own advantage...” Philippians 2:6

2

• Have you viewed the incarnation of Jesus more as a divine concession or a divine 
expression?

• Describe how tying Jesus’ “being” to service could change the way we think of our 
“being”?

Questions
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TEACHING POINT THREE: THE SERVANT MIND EMBRACES THE DANGERS 
OF THE WORLD. 

Paul shows the extent to which Jesus’ servant nature would go.

Embracing the servant mind exposes the Christ-follower to danger and death. The 
result of this sacrifice was salvation being o�ered to the world! Christ’s service to 
the world, embracing danger not shrinking back from it, had undeniable impact.

• THE HONEY BEE 

In its service to the hive, the honey bee is exposed to various dangers that threaten 
its very existence:
Bad Weather – too much rain, and bees won’t fly and pollen is washed o� the plant.
Predators – bears and skunks. 
Pesticides – harmful toxins.
Environment – some hard environments have less of the right plants. 

"Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God some- 
thing to be used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing 
by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And 
being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to death—even death on a cross!" Philippians 2:6-8

3

• In today’s message, Pastor Les Isaac shared ways in which the church in the U.K. 
has shook o� the safety-first mindset with incredible results. What was the most 
impactful aspect of the message for you?

• Share about a time when your service had an undeniable impact.

Questions
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Application

1. The mind of Christ we received at salvation hard-wires us for service.
  a. Consider your next step of service: Is God calling you to crawl, walk, or run?
  b. Connect with our missions team if you need help taking the next step.

2. Serving Christ is not a concession we make but an expression of Christ’s heart and 
a demonstration of the hive mind in the church.

  a. Take a moment to write a prayer asking the Holy Spirit to help you consider 
      service more as an expression than a concession.

3. Being willing to venture out of the hive is a prerequisite for Christian service. We 
aren’t called to be safe. We’re called to bring salvation.

  a. Ask God to open your eyes to the opportunities for service that exist around you.
  b. Share the opportunities with someone in your group for accountability and 
      support.

TEACHING POINT FOUR: CHRIST SACRIFICED FIRST. 

We believe Paul’s main thrust is that the incarnation was an expression of the servant 
nature of God rather than the concession of a Holy God. Precisely because Jesus was 
in very nature, God (not in spite of), He took on flesh. Precisely because He was, in 
very nature, God, Christ Jesus sought to serve. Precisely because He was, in very 
nature, God, He laid himself down. Because that’s what God does.

Paul challenges the Philippian church to put this servant-hearted mindset into practice. 
His encouragement is that because Christ laid down his life, we are to lay down 
ours. Christ went first because sacrifice was necessary for salvation. Furthermore, 
sacrifice is ‘caught’ not ‘taught.’

“... the Son of man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give 
his life as a ransom for many.” Matthew 20:28

4

• What is God calling you to do, precisely because you are a follower of Christ?

Questions
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Questions for Families  

Our world says that any kind of productivity is for self-fulfillment. The 
Bible says that productivity is about glorifying God (Colossians 3:17,23).

Our world says we should store up as much money as we can. The Bible says 
that we are to chase godly treasures rather than earthly ones (Matthew 
6:19-20).

4. When every Christian lives with a servant mind, teaspoons of sacrifice become 
hives of grace.

  a. Remembering that honeybees only produce 1/12 of a teaspoon of honey in their 
      entire life, ask God to help you not despise the day of small things. Small steps 
      of sacrificial service done by many people make an incredible impact.

This week’s topic focuses on productivity, specifically as it relates to the way the 
actions of a person who has a servant’s mindset will always lead to impacted lives. 
The Bible’s view of productivity is vastly di�erent from our culture’s view:

You have the opportunity to worship God at home, in your neighborhood, and in 
school through your attitude, witness, and by what you produce.

1. What does productivity mean, and how can you be productive for the Lord? Why 
is this kind of focus important?

2. List examples in the Bible of where people were productive and used their gifts to 
praise God. Who have you seen in the last couple of weeks live in this way?

3. List 1-3 areas where the focus of your productivity this week needs to shift from 
personal reward to being an act of worship.
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W E E K  4

WHEN CONFLICT LEADS
TO COMMUNION:

WHY BEES BUTT HEADS 
INVITING CONFLICT FOR THE

GOOD OF COMMUNITY.  

Most people don’t enjoy conflict. It’s messy and uncomfortable and can 
often cause pain. We simply don’t like when people are upset with us 
and vice versa. Yet in many relationships, conflict is inevitable and 
frequent. So how does God want us to deal with it? This week, we explore 
how conflict and confrontation, when handled the right way, can actually 
be a good thing that moves the body of Christ forward into better 
community.

Based on: The sermon series, “Hive Mind”, from The Water’s Edge Network



Scripture: 
“So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no 
longer live as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their thinking. They 
are darkened in their understanding and separated from the life 
of God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the harde-
ning of their hearts. Having lost all sensitivity, they have given 
themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of im-
purity, and they are full of greed.

That, however, is not the way of life you learned when you heard 
about Christ and were taught in him in accordance with the truth 
that is in Jesus. You were taught, with regard to your former way 
of life, to put o� your old self, which is being corrupted by its de-
ceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude of your minds; and 
to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteous-
ness and holiness.

Therefore, each of you must put o� falsehood and speak truthfully 
to your neighbor, for we are all members of one body ‘In your 
anger do not sin’: Do not let the sun go down while you are still 
angry, and do not give the devil a foothold.”

Ephesians 4:17-27



Conflict causes division. Christian relationships, marriages, families, and churches 
can easily fall victim to unhealthy conflict and the damage that follows. Unbelievers 
see this division as the status quo because similar divisions plague our world. The 
root is usually selfishness, and the result is usually the same – harm, hurt, and loss.

Yet the church has the opportunity to demonstrate the incredible value of unity in 
Christ. When the church functions in unity by taking on the mind of Christ and 
allowing conflict to unite us rather than divide us, we are a powerful force. Our 
conflict can lead to community. We can experience understanding instead of hate. 
But to do it, we need the mind of Christ.

Paul wrote the book of Ephesians from a Roman prison around the same time that 
he wrote the book of Colossians and Philemon. The first three chapters are theologi-
cal, emphasizing doctrine. The last three chapters are practical and focused on 
Christian behavior.

The church in Ephesus was started by Priscilla and Aquila and later firmly established 
by Paul on his third missionary journey (Acts 19). Paul pastored the church at Ephes- 
us for three years. When Paul left, he put Timothy in charge as the pastor, primarily 
to counter the false teaching of a few influential men. That means the church at 
Ephesus was no stranger to conflict.

Paul’s message to the church in Ephesus was simple, but powerful: The church is one 
in Christ, so believers should stand firmly united. Paul’s letter to the Ephesians 
encourages them concerning God’s plan and purpose for bringing about unity in 
Christ. The main applications of the book are: 1) To live worthy of this calling, 2) To 
live in unity, and 3) To stand firm against anything that threatens to tear us apart 
from Christ or each other.

The hive mind is the collective thoughts, ideas, and beliefs of the church, directed 
by the Spirit, functioning together as the mind of Christ. Having the mind of Christ 
will always lead to gospel unity. We often share the closest relationships with 
people in our church community, and that community is united in Christ. Yet, we all 
know that the people closest to us are also the ones who know us the best. So close-
ness leads to conflict and conflict leads to chaos. We can paint a di�erent picture. 
We can set out on a better trajectory. Paul will show us the way.

Having the mind of Christ leads to 
gospel unity.BIG IDEA

Identify the Current Issue
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• THE HONEY BEE 

Did you know that honey bees behave similarly to the neurons in the human brain?
When we make decisions, our brains are abuzz with agreements and vetoes. Groups 
of neurons represent di�erent choices and interact with one another until one rises 
to the top. The neurons excite some of their neighbors into firing in tandem, while 
suppressing others into silence. From this noisy chatter, a choice emerges.

Similarly, the entire colony of bees works like a single human nervous system. Each 
bee behaves like a neuron. When they make a decision, such as choosing where to 
build a nest, individual bees select di�erent choices. They support and veto each 
other until they reach a consensus.

Sin levels the playing field in the game of life. No matter how much money you have 
in the bank, how many followers you have on social media, how many square feet 
you have in your house, how many letters you have behind your title at work, or how 
perfect your children seem to be... we are all sinners. We all fall short of God’s perfect 
standard. That means we all have the same need: Christ. Paul is reminding Christians 
about who we used to be (sinners) and who we are becoming (righteous). God is at 
work around us and in us (Ephesians 2:10).

Paul calls us to “put of” our old way of living because it is corrupted by deceitful 
desires. He chooses to use the word deceitful to describe the disappointing system 
of sin. Satan tells us lies, making sin look attractive. But sin always over promises and 
under delivers. What we think will fulfill us steals our joy and creates problems and 
destruction in the end. Paul says we need to put that old way behind us, because 
there is something much greater.

TEACHING POINT ONE: THE MIND OF CHRIST CALLS US TO PUT OFF 
OUR OLD SELF. 

Discover the Eternal Truths 

“You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put o� your old 
self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires.” Ephesians 4:22

1
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TEACHING POINT TWO: THE MIND OF CHRIST CALLS US TO PUT 
ON A NEW SELF. 

Paul calls us to a far greater reality. It’s an entirely new, other-worldly, countercultu- 
ral attitude. It is a new self that is created to be like God in true righteousness and 
holiness. Having put o� the old way of life, we are now able to put on a new way of 
life because we have been made alive with Christ (Ephesians 2:1-10). Paul is descri-
bing our access to the mind of Christ.

Righteousness involves integrity, virtue, purity of life, rightness, correctness of thin- 
king, feeling, and acting. It is the lifestyle approved by God. Holiness is how we stand 
before God. To be holy is to be set apart for God’s purpose. When we have the mind 
of Christ, our attitudes shift to be ones that seek what is right and not just what 
feels good in the moment. This change in our lives allows us to move forward into 
being who God made us to be.

“To be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self, 
created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.” Ephesians 4:23-24

2

• Paul refers to what the Ephesians were first taught. What was your first exposure 
to Biblical teaching? Does that influence still shape your thinking today? If so, how?

• What issues can you identify in our culture that represent “deceitful desires”?

• We often know the outcome of sin intellectually but still choose the wrong path, 
practically. What do you think makes sin alluring or tempting enough to override our 
knowledge of sin’s outcome?

Questions

• What are some small, but intentional, decisions you can make every morning to put 
on this “new self” Paul describes?

• It has been said that “right thinking leads to right living.” Do you agree with that 
statement? Why or why not?

Questions
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TEACHING POINT THREE: HAVING THE MIND OF CHRIST CALLS US TO 
HEALTHY CONFLICT. 

Healthy conflict is a tangible result of putting o� the old self and putting on the new 
self. Paul says that we can embrace healthy conflict for the good of the body of 
Christ, the church. In a sense, our church will only be as healthy as our conflict. Like 
honeybees that bang heads to come to the right conclusion, we too must be 
willing to approach confrontation in a truthful way to avoid giving the devil a 
foothold in our church.

Now this is not a blanket green light for the extroverts to plow down the introverts in 
the name of Jesus! Paul gives us some very important rules of engagement to follow 
in order to make the conflict among us healthy.

When angry or o�ended, we should evaluate our attitudes and motives before con-
fronting others, lest we sin in our anger. To react harshly in our emotions of anger 
would be to act in our old self. We’ve decided, in Christ, to put that o�. This new way 
of living demands our thoughtful, loving interaction with the rest of the body of 
Christ. When both parties in a confrontation measure their response as an expression 
of their new selves, the resulting conflict is healthy and free from sin, and the com-
munion of the church is built up.

Paul also calls us to resolve conflict as quickly as we are able. Problems that sit are 
problems that grow, and Satan can quickly use these problems to destroy from 
within what were once godly relationships. In this new way of living, we realize that 
dealing with our disagreements is critical to protecting the body from the attacks 
of Satan and the destruction that follows. Healthy conflict brings about unity, and 
that unity is essential to the health of the church (Ephesians 4:3). Our new mind 
seeks peace through confrontation, not victory in conflict. And the loving commu-
nion that results will bring joy.

“Therefore each of you must put o� falsehood and speak truthfully to 
your neighbor, for we are all members of one body... and do not give the 
devil a foothold.” Ephesians 4:25, 27

“In your anger do not sin. Do not let the sun go down while you are still 
angry.” Ephesians 4:26

3
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Application

1. The mind of Christ calls us to put o� our old self. 

  a. On your own time, write down and pray over two or three habits or desires that 
      you are hanging on to from your old self that you want to put o�.

2. The mind of Christ calls us to put on our new self. 

  a. Conventional wisdom says that when you take something out of your life, you 
      need to replace it with something di�erent to have success. What are two or 
      three new habits or desires you’d like to cultivate that are consistent with the 
      mind of Christ?

3. Having the mind of Christ calls us to healthy conflict.

  a. As a practical defense of sin, commit to memory Proverbs 27:17 this week. 
      “As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another.”

   b. Are you experiencing conflict with anyone in your life right now? At home, work, 
      or church? As a result of studying this passage, what is the next step God is asking 
      you to take in that relationship? 

• Would you describe yourself as an extrovert or an introvert? Is it fair to say that 
extroverts embrace conflict easier than introverts? Why do you agree or disagree?

• Give examples of unhealthy, unproductive ways to deal with conflict other than 
anger (i.e. gossip, manipulation, backbiting, etc.). Refer to Ephesians 4:28-32.

• Paul connects the health of the whole community to how we handle our disagree- 
ments. What are some practical ways we can start investing our e�orts into healthy 
confrontation and thus improve our sense of community?

Questions

Questions for Families  

Today’s topic focuses on conflict and the ways healthy confrontation can lead to 
communion. A conflict is a situation when there is a disagreement or frustration 
between two people or a group of people.

1. Confrontation is not fun, but it usually leads to a better relationship or outlook. 
When was the last time you had a confrontation with your family or friends? Did you 
have a positive outcome?
2. List ways a disagreement can lead to a better relationship.
3. How can you confront someone the right and godly way?
4. Is there a person you need to confront about something important this week?
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W E E K  5

UNDERSTANDING THE CORRUPTED MIND
Thinking and Living with a Responsive Mind

In recent years, there’s been an influx of films and shows exploring 
the idea of the criminal mind. They reflect our fascination with the 
kind of darkened thinking behind twisted actions. Paul addresses 
the spiritual reality behind corrupted thinking.

Based on: The sermon series, “Hive Mind”, from The Water’s Edge Network

COLONY KILLERS:
THE GREATEST THREATS

GROUPS FACE



Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women 
exchanged natural sexual relations for unnatural ones. In the same way, the 
men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with 
lust for one another. Men committed shameful acts with other men, and received 
in themselves the due penalty for their error.

Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge 
of God, so God gave them over to a depraved mind, so that they do what 
ought not to be done. They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, 
evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and 
malice. They are gossips, slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; 
they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; they have no 
understanding, no fidelity, no love, no mercy. Although they know God’s 
righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not 
only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who prac-
tice them.”

Romans 1:18-32

Scripture:  
“The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness 
and wickedness of people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness, since 
what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it 
plain to them. For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his 
eternal power and divine nature— have been clearly seen, being understood 
from what has been made, so that people are without excuse.

For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave 
thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were 
darkened. Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools and exchan-
ged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like a mortal 
human being and birds and animals and reptiles.

Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual 
impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. They exchanged 
the truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather 
than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen.
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I have a friend who avoids the news at all costs. “It’s too depressing,” she says. “I 
don’t need a running tally on all the assaults, murders, criminal activity, and tragedies 
in the world.” Of course, ignoring that these things occur on daily basis and a global 
scale doesn’t stop them from happening. Even those who don’t want to know 
“WHAT” is happening often pause to ask “WHY” they keep happening. Paul has an 
answer: “Resistance to God results in corrupted thinking and corrupted thinking 
ends in bad behavior.”

When we have a twisted view of God, we misunderstand what flourishing looks like. 
Rather than seeing ourselves, our choices, and the world around us clearly, the 
images are actually distorted. It’s like seeing our own reflections in a funhouse mirror. 
It doesn’t change some of our features, like our hair or eye color, but it stretches and 
warps our images. The Apostle Paul doesn’t say people who are making destructive 
life choices are inherently worse or more morally flawed than others, he’s just saying 
they can’t see clearly. As a result, they can’t fully understand the nature of, and con-
sequences of, their decisions.

Spiritual rebellion always results in 
corrupted thinking.BIG IDEA

Identify the Current Issue

For Paul, wrong thinking about God wreaks havoc in our relationships with God, with 
others, and with society at large.

TEACHING POINT ONE: SPIRITUAL REBELLION RESULTS IN DARKENED 
THINKING.

Discover the Eternal Truths 

In Romans 1, Paul explains that even though God uses nature to reveal
Himself to people, they can’t see God’s true nature because of their own 
darkened thinking. Take a moment to read through Romans 1:18-32.

1
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• In what ways do you see God revealing Himself in creation to humanity?

• Describe what we learn about God’s power from observing creation.

• What characteristics about God’s nature or personality are made known from 
observing creation?

Questions

• THE HONEY BEE 

What is killing bees?
According to a March 27, 2015 study published in Science magazine, there are three 
prominent factors.

1. Parasites: A tiny mite species is thought to be wiping out whole bee populations.

2. Pesticides: Even in small doses, toxins in pesticides can disorient bees and cause 
hives to collapse.

3. Poverty: Due to shifts in standard farming practices, bees don’t have access to the 
food sources they used to.

Enemies, toxins, and environments. One could argue that the church faces the 
same threats: a spiritual enemy, poisoned thinking, and the inability to receive 
spiritual nourishment from God.

At the beginning of Romans, Paul describes a God who longs to be in relationship 
with people. God communicates the Father’s nature in a way that is easy to unders-
tand for every generation in every culture in any location. Yet the passage ends with 
humanity exercising behavior that is harsh and violent. How did we get from the first 
scene to the last?

Truth: Corrupted thinking leads to spiritual chaos.
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• How have you witnessed people rejecting God’s glory?

• In what ways have you ever responded to God’s provision with ingratitude?

• Have you ever had a season in your spiritual life where you weren’t thinking clearly?

     - How would you describe your understanding of God in that season?

     - How would you describe your attitude towards God in that season?

Questions

TEACHING POINT TWO: ROMANS 1 DESCRIBES THE PROGRESSION TO 
CORRUPTED THINKING. 

Paul describes the clear breakdown in humanity’s capacity to see God clearly. There 
are five distinct movements in this progression.

1. God clearly reveals himself to all people through creation. God’s Revelation 
2. People refuse to give God glory or gratitude. Our Revolt 
3. Their thinking became futile and their hearts were darkened. Our Result
4. They exchanged the truth for a lie and worshiped created things rather than the 

     Creator. Our Replacement
5. God gave them over in the sinful desires and a depraved mind. God’s Response 

2

Truth: God, in his mercy, gives people the option to submit to 
God’s will or the tyranny of their own desires.  
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TEACHING POINT THREE: CORRUPTED THINKING LEADS TO AN EXHAUSTIVE 
LIST OF TOXIC ACTIVITY. 

Various cultures, families, and individuals have varying understandings of right and 
wrong. For Paul, unhealthy behavior falls into one of two categories: the way we 
treat God and the way we treat one another.

He already explains that we shatter our relationship with God when we refuse to 
honor him with glory and gratitude. This is the breakdown of our “vertical” relations- 
hip with God. Then Paul continues with a catalog of the o�enses that destroy our 
“horizontal” relationships – our connection with one another.

  Look at his list:

Then Paul makes a damning statement: Each of these actions deserves death. And 
not only do we continue in them, we a�rm others who do the same.

It’s easy to criticize the behaviors we’re not typically tempted to do, such as murder, 
but chances are, we know all too well what it means to harbor envy, be boastful, 
spread gossip, or believe the worst about those God calls us to love.

3

• Read Romans 1:29-32. What behaviors on this list jump out at you?

• From Romans 1:31: What positive attributes is evil incapable of displaying?

• If you were to describe evil, what would you add to or remove from this list?

Questions

Truth: Evil wears many di�erent masks. 

29 They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. 

They are full of
 envy 
 murder
strife

 deceit
malice

They are
 gossips
 slanderers
God-haters
 insolent
 arrogant
 boastful

They
invent ways of doing evil
disobey their parents
have no understanding
have no fidelity
show no love
show no mercy

40



“They traveled through the whole island until they came to Paphos. There 
they met a Jewish sorcerer and false prophet named Bar-Jesus, who was an 
attendant of the proconsul, Sergius Paulus. The proconsul, an intelligent 
man, sent for Barnabas and Saul because he wanted to hear the word of 
God. But Elymas the sorcerer (for that is what his name means) opposed 
them and tried to turn the proconsul from the faith. Then Saul, who was also 
called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked straight at Elymas and said, 
“You are a child of the devil and an enemy of everything that is right! You are 
full of all kinds of deceit and trickery. Will you never stop perverting the right 
ways of the Lord? Now the hand of the Lord is against you. You are going to 
be blind for a time, not even able to see the light of the sun.” Immediately 
mist and darkness came over him, and he groped about, seeking someone 
to lead him by the hand.” Acts 13:6-11

TEACHING POINT FOUR: CORRUPTED THINKING RESULTS IN SPIRITUAL 
BLINDNESS. 

Elymas has spent considerable time connecting with people of power and influence. 
If his boss and patron, Sergius Paulus, decides to become a follower of Jesus, Elymas 
will be forced out of the spotlight and out of a job. He is actively campaigning 
against Paul and the message he is bringing to Paphos.

The writer of Acts says Paul is, “filled with the Holy Spirit,” while Elymas is filled with 
deceit and trickery. It’s no accident that Paul says Elymas will be blind. Before Paul 
became a follower of Jesus, he (like Elymas) was strategically resisting the move- 
ment of Jesus in ancient Jerusalem and Damascus. Jesus spoke to him and appea- 
red in a bright light, and Paul was blind for three days.

4

• Is Elymas’ outward blindness merely a reflection of his spiritual refusal to see?

• Why do you think God’s response to Elymas, and those described in Romans 1, is 

so severe?

Questions

Truth: People who don’t want to see the truth about God are already 
blind.
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Application

1. If you’re having a significant, ongoing struggle with a behavior on the list in 
Romans 1:29-32, ask yourself: “What is it that I believe about God’s character that’s 
resulting in these choices?”

2. If someone you love is struggling with thinking clearly about who God is and how 
God works, ask God to open their eyes, so they can see what is true.

3. Take a daily inventory of your thoughts and behaviors. Ask, “Is there any area of 
my life where I’m exchanging the truth of God for a lie?” If so, confess it to God and 
ask for God to restore a right understanding of God’s nature and your identity in 
Christ.

Questions for Families  

This week’s topic focuses on the reality and consequences of a toxic mind, specifica- 
lly as it relates to hurtful decisions. The word “toxic” is defined as “anything that con- 
tains poisonous material capable of sickness or even death.”

1. List toxic thoughts people have about themselves or others. How are these thou- 
ghts harmful?

2. If you think negative or toxic thoughts - you will be a negative person. If you think 
like Jesus would, you will be Christ centered. How do you train your mind to think like 
Jesus does?

3. What are the consequences of thinking toxic thoughts? If we have toxic thoughts, 
can we confess them to God and will He forgive us? (1 John 1:9)

4. How can our family and friends help us think positive and healthy thoughts? When 
we do think toxic/bad thoughts, how can our families help us get right? Are you 
open to helpful input from others?
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W E E K  6

JUST PASSING THROUGH 
Thinking and Living with an Eternal Perspective

Anyone who’s spent time watching a Little League baseball game will 
be familiar with the phrase, “Heads Up.” It’s a shout that encourages the 
crowd to protect themselves from a baseball falling from the sky. In 
Colossians 3, Paul encourages the Colossian believers to lift up their 
heads and receive the gift of the heavenly mind.

Based on: The sermon series, “Hive Mind”, from The Water’s Edge Network

IT’S OUT THERE: A BEE’S
QUEST FOR A NEW HOME 



Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves 

with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each 

other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. 

Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, which 

binds them all together in perfect unity.

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you 

were called to peace. And be thankful. Let the message of Christ dwell among 

you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through 

psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in 

your hearts. And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the 

name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him." 

Colossians 3:1-17

Scripture:  
“Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, 
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things 
above, not on earthly things. For you died, and your life is now hidden with 
Christ in God. When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear 
with him in glory.

Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immo- 
rality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. Because of these, 
the wrath of God is coming. You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once 
lived. But now you must also rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, 
rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. Do not lie to each 
other, since you have taken o� your old self with its practices and have put on 
the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. 
Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, 
Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all.
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It’s too easy to get sucked into thinking about life, issues, trials, and temptations with 
insu�cient regard for the perspective of Christ who sees our lives from His vantage 
point from heaven. Since our lives are hidden with God in Christ, His vantage point is 
called to be our vantage point. In short, we’re called to live with a heavenly mindset 
on all things. The heavenly mindset requires that we see all things from Christ’s pers-
pective. This perspective calls us to leave the earthly mentality in which we have 
made ourselves at home and live out the heavenly mindset.

Of all the letters Paul wrote, his letter to the Colossian believers focused on the 
Lordship of Christ in such a way that it reoriented the believers’ focus to the heavenly 
realm where Christ rules and reigns.

The letter to Colossians was entrusted to Tychicus by Paul along with the letter to 
the Ephesians (Ephesians 6:21; Colossians 4:7). Paul wrote both epistles out of an 
experience of imprisonment in Asia. In such a harsh environment, Paul got to expe-
rience firsthand the power of the heavenly mind. From this di�cult setting, Paul 
focused in both letters upon the Lordship of Christ, applying it to the unity of the 
church, the new humanity, the new morality, and relationships in the family – to name 
only the most significant. The encouragement to think with the heavenly mind is also 
found in the similarities in the language in both letters. Common words include, but 
are not limited to:
• Wisdom
• Knowledge
• Fullness
• Mystery
• Principalities
• Powers

Each of these words conveys deep spiritual truths. While focusing on the words of Paul 
in Colossians 3:1-2, it would be possible to address the entire books of Ephesians and 
Colossians. The focus upon deep truths doesn’t negate the di�erences. Whereas in 
Colossians the emphasis is upon Christ as the head of the church, in Ephesians the 
emphasis is upon the church as the body of Christ. Colossians is also more abrupt 
and curt in style, whereas Ephesians flows more easily o� the tongue. Colossians is 
specific, concrete, and cryptic, whereas Ephesians is abstract, didactic, and general. 
Colossians is a letter of discussion, whereas Ephesians is a letter of reflection.

Having the mind of Christ causes us to rethink 
how we understand reality, respond to tragedy, 
and live for eternity.

BIG IDEA

Identify the Current Issue
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The hive mind is the collective thoughts, ideas, and beliefs of the church, directed 
by the Spirit, functioning together as the mind of Christ. Our study of the mind of 
Christ wouldn’t be complete without a visit to the book of Colossians. Time and 
again, Paul challenges believers to contemplate Christ and his character with the 
goal of us choosing to live like Christ in every circumstance. Such a choice is based 
upon the truth that the heavenly mind can be our mind too.

In Christ, old things have passed away and a new order has broken into the world.

Paul boldly declares that we are part of this new order and should bring this heavenly 
perspective into how we view the world and understand reality.

“Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things 
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on 
things above, not on earthly things” Colossians 3:1-2.

Living with the heavenly mind ushers us into an existential dilemma similar to that 
experienced by Paul himself. The more we think with the heavenly mind, the more we 
long to be there.

Paul is torn between departing to be with Christ and remaining in this world. The 
word “torn” is an emotive word used only by Paul elsewhere in 2 Corinthians 5:14 
when speaking of being “compelled” or “controlled” by the love of Christ. The desire 
to be “with Christ” coexists with the “love of Christ” for the world. These two desires 
control him and are equal in terms of the pressure they place upon him.

TEACHING POINT ONE: LIVING IN THIS WORLD WHILE LONGING FOR 
THE NEXT. 

Discover the Eternal Truths 

"For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. If I am to go on living in the 
body, this will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not 
know! I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, 
which is better by far but it is more necessary for you that I remain in the 
body." Philippians 1:21-24

1
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• Are you as torn as Paul on the matter of living in this world and longing for the 
next? If not, what can be done to change that?

• How can we live more e�ectively in this world while holding the perspective of the 
next?

Questions

Paul connected the heavenly mind to the Christ event: death, resurrection, and 
ascension.

TEACHING POINT TWO: CHRISTIANS HAVE ALREADY PARTICIPATED IN 
THE WORLD TO COME. 

"For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is 
your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory." Colossians 3:3-4 

2

Verse 22 makes it plain that Paul does not know what to choose. The desire for 
heaven, his home, is so strong. It is not Paul, acting as a martyr, who makes this 
choice but God who chooses for him, because God called him to his ministry (see 1 
Corinthians 9:16; Philippians 2:1-4; 4:2-3).

In Colossians 3:1-2 it is clear that Paul resolves the tension by committing to live in 
this world with the perspective of the next. We must do the same.

• THE HONEY BEE 

Did you know that: 

- Every spring, about two-thirds of the honeybee colony split o� from the group to form 
a new swarm, but until they find a roomy, hollow tree to call home, the thousands of 
bees wait in a tree branch as a few hundred scouts explore new prospects.

Truth: Waiting for our new home exposes us to tension.
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Truth: It’s in the honeybee’s DNA to seek a higher mind to trust. 

The heavenly realm centers around the one with whom they have been 
raised and since he is in the position of authority at God’s right hand, 
nothing can prevent access to this realm and to God’s presence and there 
can be no basic insecurity about the salvation they have in him and its final 
outcome. [A.T. Lincoln, Paradise Now and Not Yet: Studies in the Role of the 
Heavenly Dimension in Paul’s Thought, SNTSMS 43 (Cambridge: Cambridge 
Univ. Press, 1981), 125].

The believers’ death with Christ severed their links to the old order, and their 
resurrection with Him established links with the heavenly order. Christ’s position at 
the right hand of God, through His ascension, guarantees the believers’ participation 
in the world to come. This is where Christ is. Since the believers’ life is ‘with Christ in 
God,’ where Christ is, that is where the believers‘ life is found. Paul is not talking 
about the geographical location of life so much as the realm of Christ’s rule and His 
ultimate authority over all earthly matters. Put simply, true life is found in that place 
where the exalted Christ takes the central place.

• THE HONEY BEE 

Did you know that: 

- The presence of the queen is of vital importance for the bees because she lays the 
eggs that ensure the survival of the colony.

- When the queen bee dies, there is temporary chaos, because without being con-
nected to a collective brain, a group will die.

- The community decides whether there is a brain to trust, and sometimes the bees 
will oust the queen because they don’t trust her.

- One of the strengths of honeybees is that they share the same goal: finding a new 
home.
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• There was a definitive moment in history where the old order was broken. When 
was the old order broken in your life? Share the moment when you realized who 
Christ was and what He had done. What changed as a result?

• How easy is it for you to make the authority of Christ’s rule your guiding force in the 
dark places of your life? What makes this so di�cult?

The request to rid ourselves (v8) – which is literally, ‘”put o�” - is echoed in positive 
terms in verse 12 with the exhortation to ‘clothe ourselves.’ Both requests encourage 
us to avail ourselves of the power and authority the ascended Christ makes available 
to us. We are not being encouraged to do these things in our own strength because 
the source of such activity is Christ Jesus Himself (3:1-4). Christ’s position and autho-
rity are immediately applied by Paul in verse five with the request that we “put to 
death” the things of the earth. We put to death because He put death to death, once 
and for all. The sinful nature no longer has a hold on us. We have moved on from sin 
and moved in with Christ. This relocation results in us being “renewed in knowledge.” 
This renewal is enhanced as we feed on God’s Word.

• THE HONEY BEE 

Did you know that: 

- There are tens of thousands of worker bees in a hive, but there is only one queen.

- The privileged status of the queen begins right from the larva stage. Queens are 
raised in places with di�erent features to those of other cells.

- Although the queen emerges from an identical egg, she has a life span of four to 
five years rather than the five to six weeks of worker bees.

- The di�erence between the queen bee and worker bee comes down to one thing: 
nutrition. The queen bee gets prolonged access to the royal jelly throughout the 
six-day larva stage. The worker bee only receives it for three days.

Questions

TEACHING POINT THREE: THE POWER TO PUT OFF AND PUT ON COMES 
FROM CHRIST 

“But now you must also rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, 
malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. Do not lie to each other, since 
you have taken o� your old self with its practices and have put on the new self, 
which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator” Colossians 3:8-10

3
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Truth: What we put in influences what comes out!

• Being renewed suggests constant development. In what way has your nature been 
renewed over time so that you have witnessed an exchange rather than a reworking?

• The heavenly mind focuses on becoming more like Christ. Looking at the list of 
virtues in verses 12-14, in which of these areas have you seen the most growth in your 
life? In which of these areas do you desire to become more like Christ?

• How easy is it for you to keep your eyes fixed firmly on heaven? In what ways is this 
world still your home?

Garland, in his commentary on Colossians, notes four critical implications of “being 
renewed in knowledge”:

1) The new life does not come as the result of a successful, daily battle with temptation. 
Our whole nature must be exchanged, not just reworked. This exchange happens at 
the moment of salvation. In that moment, we’re citizens of heaven and are simply 
passing through this world on our way to the next!

2) Being renewed suggests constant development. We have been made one with 
Christ, but we must run tirelessly while we live on this earth.

3) The requirement to be renewed is written in the passive voice, indicating that our own 
e�orts are not the source of our renewal. God moves us out and moves us on.

4) The more we become like Him the more we shall understand Him and His ways.

Questions

TEACHING POINT FOUR: OUR LIVES ARE HIDDEN IN CHRIST BUT THEY 
ARE NOT TO BE HIDDEN FROM THE WORLD.  

The heavenly mind is reflected in Christ-like character reflected through Christ-like 
conduct. Our lives are lived out “in Jesus’ name” in the world that He has created. We 
may be passing through, but we’re called to make an impact.

4
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• Our lives are hidden in Christ but must not be hidden from the world. Knowing that 
we are not called to escape the world, but to be obedient to God within it, how do 
we practice obedience without living like monks or nuns?

• Think of a time when the work of Christ was hidden from you. What lessons did you 
learn from this period? About God? About yourself?

Questions

"And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him." Colossians 3:17

This hiddenness—the discrepancy between reality and appearances—can also cause 

tension within Christians. They may also doubt the reality of God’s transforming 

power in their lives. Like an athlete who has had successful knee surgery but still 

favors the knee because he remembers the past pain and doubts whether it has fully 

recovered, a Christian may continue to limp through life. Believers may not believe

that God is renewing them, or they may be unwilling to allow God’s renewing power 

to take hold. [Garland, D. E. (1998). Colossians and Philemon (pp. 222– 223)].

When it comes to the idea of ‘hiddenness’, there are two distinct challenges.

The first is to hide the Christ we are to carry into the world out of the world’s eyes. It 
is to be so focused on the world to come, our new home, that we miss the very ear- 
thly mission to which we are called. As one person puts it, “It is to be so heavenly 
minded that we are no earthly good.”

The second challenge is to doubt the transforming work of Christ because it may be 
hidden from our eyes. Garland writes,

The promise of Scripture is that in Christ old things have passed away and a new rule 
and reign has been established. We are part of this new order and we are called to 
bring this heavenly perspective to the world in which we live. Yes, some things have 
not yet changed, but the reality is that the world will never be the same again. This 
is as true for you as it is for any other Christ-follower.
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Application

1. Christians have already participated in the world to come.
   a. Through Christ the power of sin to control your actions has been annihilated. 
       Think about the ways in which God has already changed your life, and thank Him 
       for it.
   b. Consider the transformation you still need. Examine the last week of your life, 
       and determine one area of your life where you need to embrace the heavenly 
       mindset. Consider sharing this area with a close friend.

2. The power to put o� the sinful nature and put on the fruits of the Spirit comes 
from Christ.
   a. Colossians 3:15 encourages us to be thankful. Biblical thankfulness is gratitude 
       that is expressed outwardly. Take a moment to write a prayer of thanksgiving for 
       the transformation Christ is working in your life.

3. Our lives are hidden with Christ but must not be hidden from the world.
   a. Carefully consider how e�ectively the heavenly mind of Christ is infiltrating your 
       earthly world. List one area of your life that requires transformed thinking. Share 
       it with a friend.
   b. In what area of your life is the authority of Christ hidden from view? Commit not 
       to give into doubt, but commit to persevere.

Questions for Families  

Today’s topic focuses on finding home when our hope is set on things above.
Begin your discussion together, asking God to help you find “home” in Him alone, and 
thanking Him for the community He has built among us in our six weeks together.

1. How would you define or explain a healthy family’s home? How about a Christian’s 
heavenly home? (1 Peter 1:3-6)

2. How can we have assurance (confidence and guarantee) of our salvation?

3. Who do we know that does not know the Lord in our lives? List ways you will share 
about the love of God and how our eternal home is in heaven.
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