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WATCH WEEK ONE VIDEO
Found online at centralwesleyan.org/groupmaterials

INTRODUCTION

It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some 
to be evangelists, some to be shepherds, and some to be pastors and 
teachers, to prepare God’s people for works of service so that the body 
of Christ might be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in 
the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to 
the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. Then we will no longer be 
infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there 
by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men 
in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will 
grow up into him, who is the Head, that is Christ.  From him the whole 
body, joined together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds 
itself up in love as each part does its work. —Ephesians 4:11-16

Welcome! Our hope is that over the next six weeks your group will learn, grow, 
and stretch together. The goal of this series is to assist you as you discern from 
God your calling, identify your function, and live wholeheartedly into your role 
for God’s kingdom. In other words, our hope is that you recognize and live into 
the ways you’ve been shaped and equipped by God to serve Him both inside 
and outside the walls of the church. As stated in Ephesians, when we fulfill the 
roles He has designed for each of us individually, we reach unity in the faith and 
knowledge of God, becoming mature and attaining the whole measure of the 
fullness of Christ! This brings us stability as individuals and as the body of Christ, 
safeguarding us from the deceit of the world around us.  

As a church and community of believers, we’re going to explore how God has 
uniquely equipped us to serve Holland and beyond. Let’s take the first step, 
becoming stronger together, and look at the ways Jesus perfectly fulfilled each role.
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APOSTLE
As Messiah, Jesus himself was sent into the world as the chosen agent of God’s 
eternal mission. He followed the role the Father had set for him. He reframed 
how God could be experienced and accessed; he extended the boundaries 
of God’s kingdom on earth and initiated a worldwide movement that was to 
become known as Christianity. He is the Source—all things come from him. He 
is the Designer—creator and foundation of all. He is missional—the sent and 

sending God. He is sovereign—King over all creation. He is the Great Apostle.

PROPHET
Jesus was fiercely and uncompromisingly prophetic. Almost everything he 
said related to his covenantal faithfulness to God. He exposed the breakdown 
of the covenantal relationship with God’s chosen people; he named injustice 
and railed against unrighteousness; he exposed the ungodly toxicity in 
misguided religion. He cast out demons, spoke truth to power, confronted 

evil and unrighteousness.  He is God’s perfect Prophet.

EVANGELIST
Jesus proclaimed good news for the poor, forgiveness for all sinners and 
salvation for the lost. Signs and wonders confirmed his witness. He opened 
the doors to all those previously excluded through religion and politics. 
The masses experienced him as genuine good news. Ultimately, he paid 
for this redemption by sacrificing his life. He is the greatest Evangelist ever.

SHEPHERD
He worked to include previously excluded people into the covenant 
community, and in doing so created a new family, open to all who love Jesus. 
Everything about him radiated concern for people and for the establishment 
of true human community and relationships. His healings and miracles 
demonstrated God’s grace, mercy, and concern. He is the perfect expression 

of the Shepherd, the Lover of his people.

TEACHER
He taught more people wherever and whenever he could. He chose, 
instructed, and guided disciples, teaching them his Way and the Ways of 
the God of Israel. He actually recast the Torah by fulfilling it. His teachings 
were accessible to the simplest and the wisest alike. The medium of his life 
was its message: The Truth and Light. He is the greatest Teacher ever.

THIS WEEK WE FOCUS ON JESUS 
AS THE PERFECT EXAMPLE
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Imagine all of the complex roles that go into operating a commercial airline.

The apostle is akin to the CEO. Along with a strategic planning team, 
part of her job is to identify new routes the company can add to their 
existing destinations to increase revenue. She is the visionary who 
helps the company dream about expansion.

The prophet is the air traffic controller. He doesn’t get paid by the 
airline but his job is critical when it comes to coordinating flight paths, 
takeoffs, and landings. If any plane is off track by just a few hundred 
yards or lands a few seconds before it is supposed to, the results could 
be catastrophic.

The evangelist is the VP of sales and marketing. Her job is to tell new 
and returning customers why APEST Air provides the best customer 
experience at a great value. She touts stories of satisfied customers 
who eagerly recommend her airline to others.

The shepherds are the flight crew. They attend to their fliers needs, 
addressing their concerns, answering their questions, checking in to 
see if someone needs a drink, a meal, or a blanket.

The teacher is like the captain. On occasion, the captain and co-captain 
will get on the intercom with important information for the passengers. 
They will explain why there might be a delay, how long the flight is 
expected to take and how to respond in the midst of unforeseen 
challenges in the air or on the tarmac. 

When everyone fills their role, the experience is better for everyone. But what 
happens when everyone doesn’t play their role? 

• Let’s say you have an airport without an air traffic controller. What issues will arise?

• What kind of experience might a traveler have on a flight with no flight crew? 

• As an airline, how competitive would you be without a VP of Sales & Marketing? 
What would that mean for the future of the airline? 
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ROLE CALL
Welcome! We’re glad to have you with us for our series, Role Call. Take a minute 
to introduce yourselves and share your answer to one of the following:

• What do you hope to get out of being in this small group?

• What intrigues you about this series?

ROLE PLAY
What fills your cup?
Materials needed: cups, activity card, M&Ms

As the Group Leader reads a list of words and the corresponding number from 
the activity card provided to leaders, participants will place M&Ms in their cups 
numbered 1-5 in front of them if the word describes them well. Many words won’t 
describe them at all, and that’s fine! The cup that has the most M&Ms at the end is 
a good indicator of each person’s gifting/role in the body of Christ.

After the list of words is read, the Group Leader reveals the corresponding roles 
that go with each cup, and asks:

1. Does the role indicated in this activity resonate as an area of giftedness in 
your life?

2. Would a spouse or friend in this group agree or disagree?

3. How do you currently see yourself functioning in this role? Are there ways 
you’d like to expand this role?



5

ROLE OUT
Read Ephesians 4:11-16, then answer the questions that follow.
There is no pressure to answer every question.

1. Where do you see APEST naturally occurring around you each day?

2. Read James 1:17-18. Because Christ lives in you, how does he enable to you 
live out your function within APEST?

3. What role do you most identify with?

After taking the test (see instructions below in Keep It Role-ing) consider how 
you could take a next step in this role and positively affect our local church body.

ROLE ON 
As you close, pray for the person to your left as they discover and lean in to their 
APEST role. 

KEEP IT ROLE-ING
Take the APEST test (at no cost to you) to help determine which of the five-fold 
functions best describe the way you are wired. After taking the test you will have 
access to your APEST primary and secondary profile characteristics, functions, 
and a description of what unhealthy overuse looks like.  

Please note, this 10-minute test is only a tool. When you receive your results, we 
would encourage you to take your results back to your group and others who 
know you well. We’d also urge you to discern together what applies to you from 
the results. Having friends and family speak into the results can be an important 
part of the discernment process.

1. Go online to 5qcentral.com/tests                                                                              

2. Find APEST Personal Vocational Assessment and click [Add to Cart].

3. Go to your cart and check out. It’s going to ask for payment—DON’T PAY. Use 
the promo code centralwesleyan and the total cost will drop to zero dollars. 
*Please do not share this code with others. If you know someone not in your     
group interested in taking the test we are happy to share our discount with 
them, have them reach out to info@centralwesleyan.org. 

4. Put your contact information in for the Billing Info fields.

5. You will get an email with a link to take the test.

W E E K  1
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THE APOSTLE

Gifted for Expansion

WATCH THE APOSTLE VIDEO
Found online at centralwesleyan.org/groupmaterials

INTRODUCTION

Years ago, Pastor Craig’s mom bought all the boys of the family a winter hat 
with the Welsh flag. When one of Craig’s kids would take his hat, Craig would 
ask, “Who took my hat?” Craig would remind them that that hat was his hat. The 
response Craig received was that all the hats were the same. Yes, they were the 
same color, the same material, and they shared the same Welsh design. However, 
saying that they were all the same wasn’t necessarily the case; the hats were also 
different. Craig’s hat was larger, and it also had his unique hair remnants!  

When addressing the role of Apostle, we have to keep similarity and dissimilarity 
in mind. Recognizing that the role of Apostle is universal does not diminish the 
unique vocation of the Twelve disciples. Behind the uniqueness of the Twelve is 
the common function of all apostles—to expand the rule and reign of God doing 
whatever unique task He’s called them to do.
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THIS WEEK WE ARE FOCUSING ON

THE ROLE OF APOSTLE

In Greek, the word Apostle literally means sent one. It is a pioneering function of 
the church, the capacity to extend Christianity as a healthy, integrated, innovative, 
reproducing movement, ever-expanding into new cultures. It also takes care and 
responsibility for the ongoing integrity of the core ideas (DNA, organizational 
principles, or meta-ideas) that generate and maintain systemic health across the 
organization. 

Callings of an Apostle might include: missional elders, church planters, pioneers, 
organizational designers, networkers, and innovators. Examples of Apostles in 
real life or in myth include: Jesus, Peter, Paul, John Wesley, Steve Jobs, Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt, Joan of Arc,  Lewis & Clark, George Washington, Thomas 
Edison, Captain Jean Luc Picard (Star Trek), Aragorn (Lord of the Rings).

ROLE CALL
We are glad to have you join us this week as we discuss the role of Apostle. Let’s 
start by answering one of the following questions:

• Define what APEST is in 3 sentences or less.

• How has the new knowledge of the APEST roles impacted you?

• How have you seen God work through your given role?
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ROLE PLAY
Shipwrecked
Materials needed: scrap paper, pens

Split into two “surviving parties”. 

Imagine you’ve just been shipwrecked and stranded on an island. The people 
with you are in desperate need of leadership and your group has courageously 
stepped into that role. Using the supplied paper, begin planning your society by 
answering the following questions:

• What are your priorities?

• What are your core values? (List 5 to share with the entire group)

1. After sharing, what are some similarities both groups shared? What made 
your society unique?

2. Would you change any of your core values after hearing the other group?

3. Who in your group stepped forward or took the lead? 

ROLE OUT
There is no pressure to answer every question.

1. What stands out to you the most from this week’s sermon?

2. Read Ephesians 4:1-16. What word or phrase speaks to you most strongly?

3. Examples of Apostles in real life or in myth include Jesus, Peter, Paul, John 
Wesley, Steve Jobs, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, Joan of Arc, Lewis & Clark, 
George Washington, Thomas Edison, Captain Jean Luc Picard (Star Trek), 
Aragorn (Lord of the Rings). Did any of the people listed surprise you? Did any 
names resonate with you in a positive way, and if so, how?

4. Are there people in your life that you think have the role of Apostle? In what 
ways do they function as an Apostle?

5. How would our church look differently if we did not have people functioning 
well in the role of Apostle?

6. What are some ways you might encourage an Apostle in your life to live more 
fully into their calling? If given the opportunity, please do so.

ROLE ON
Take a few minutes to pray for one another before your group ends. This week, 
a volunteer may open prayer time, and another person can close prayer time, 
allowing space for others to pray aloud if they so desire.
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THE PROPHET

Gifted for Alignment

WATCH THE PROPHET VIDEO
Found online at centralwesleyan.org/groupmaterials

INTRODUCTION

A long time ago, Pastor Steve was trying to drive to a Christmas party in the middle 
of a snow storm. When he turned left onto a boulevard, he overcompensated and 
drove his car into the median. The car was still operational, but the alignment 
was off. He had to fight the steering wheel the whole way home to keep the 
car going straight. Eventually, he got it into the shop and after a few hundred 
dollars of repairs, the car drove in a straight line again. While alignment may not 
be something we think about often, when we are out of alignment it can consume 
more time and energy than necessary to stay on track.
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THIS WEEK WE WILL LOOK AT

THE ROLE OF PROPHET

A Prophet is someone who is tasked with maintaining loyalty and faithfulness to 
God above all. God gives the Church Prophets to identify the gaps between God’s 
heart and the people’s posture. Essentially, Prophets are guardians of the covenant 
relationship that God has with His people. The Prophet is also passionately 
concerned with living a life morally consistent with the covenant—a simple and 
authentic life of justice, holiness, and righteousness. The prophet proclaims God’s 
holiness and calls for holiness in God’s people.  

1 Peter 1:14-16 says, “As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you 
had when you lived in ignorance. But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy 
in all you do; for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.”

Jesus was fiercely and uncompromisingly prophetic. Almost everything He said 
revealed His covenantal faithfulness to God. He exposed the breakdown of the 
covenantal relationship with God’s chosen people; He named injustice and railed 
against unrighteousness; He exposed the ungodly toxicity in misguided religion. He 
cast out demons, spoke truth to power, and confronted evil and unrighteousness. 
He is God’s perfect Prophet.

Callings of a Prophet might include social activists, artists, incarnational 
missionaries, and worship leaders. Examples of prophets in real life or in myth 
include: Jesus, Jeremiah, Martin Luther, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Martin Luther King Jr, 
Eleanor Roosevelt, Gandalf (Lord of the Rings), Morpheus (The Matrix).
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ROLE CALL
Welcome! We’re glad to have you with us for week three of the series Role Call. 
Take a minute to welcome any first-time participants, then share your answer to 
one of the following:

• What additional questions do you have regarding last week’s teaching on 
the role of Apostle?

• What intrigues you about the role of Prophet in the Church and in the world 
today?

ROLE PLAY
As stated above, one function of Prophet for the body of Christ is to identify the 
gaps between God’s heart and the people’s posture. 

Leaders, choose ONE of the following three scenarios to read and discuss as a 
group. Then answer the two questions provided at the end. 

Scenario 1: As Caroline sits in her red auditorium seat, she nervously awaits 
the coach’s announcements. She has made it through another year of Varsity 
soccer, and at the end of every season her coach gives out awards: Best 
Defender, Most Spirited, Top Gun, and MVP. It was only Caroline’s junior 
year, although she didn’t set out to win MVP, she felt she did deserve it. 
Heart racing, the coach announced the winner. It wasn’t her. Devastated, 
she clapped like everyone else for the actual recipient. As she clapped, 
she thought, “I’m better than her. How can this be?” As a mixture of guilt, 
disappointment and anger flooded her insides she began to question why 
she even bothers playing this game.

Scenario 2: James has a problem and it’s really starting to eat away at him. He 
works at a local department store and he needs next Saturday off. His friends 
invited him to a football game at the University of Michigan and he really 
wants to go. At his place of work you need to submit a day off request three 
weeks in advance. On short notice, he needs someone to cover or switch 
shifts with him. With no one responding, James finds himself becoming 
increasingly frustrated. Why is it he is always the one covering other people’s 
shift, but the moment he actually needs one covered, no one will help?

W E E K  3
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Scenario 3: Hurray! Jeffrey and Margo are engaged! All seems right in the 
world...at least it should be, right? Margo loves Jeffrey and said “yes!” without 
any hesitation, but now, in the recesses of her mind, Margo feels there is 
something wrong. Remembering each time she visited with Jeffrey’s parents, 
she left feeling somehow not worthy of their son. Each visit her insecurities 
doubled—but there wasn’t anything specific they did that she could put her 
finger on. Jeffrey assured her his parents loved her, but as they drove to tell 
his family the good news, Margo visited that corner in her heart and found 
fear was racing through her faster than their Jeep was racing down the road.

1. What emotion or problem is the main character struggling with?

2. Imagine God’s perspective in each scenario. How might He use these events to 
work in the main character’s life?

ROLE OUT
There is no pressure to answer every question.

1. What stands out to you the most from Sunday’s message?

2. Read Acts 7:30-43. What happened when God’s people didn’t listen to the  
prophet? How did they come out of alignment with God’s will? What was the 
result? 

3. Examples of prophets in real life or in myth include Jesus, Jeremiah, Martin 
Luther, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Martin Luther King Jr, Eleanor Roosevelt, Gandalf 
(Lord of the Rings), Morpheus (The Matrix). Did any names resonate with you 
in a positive way, and if so, why?

4. Are there people in your life that you think have the role of Prophet? In what 
ways do they function as a Prophet? In what ways is this helpful? 

5. Review the list of real-life and mythical Prophets in the introduction above and 
consider the roles they fulfill. What good have you seen that has come from 
them living into their role?

6. This week, how could you encourage someone you know who genuinely 
embodies the role of Prophet? How would you want to encourage them? Is 
a trusted person who embodies the role of Prophet speaking truth that you 
need to apply? 

ROLE ON 
Take a few minutes to pray for one another. Because we may pray a little differently 
when we occasionally separate, if space allows, divide men and women during 
this particular prayer time. If your group meets off-campus, you could separate 
into two rooms. If your group meets at Central, you could have women at one end 
of the table and men at the other.

W E E K  3
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THE EVANGELIST

Gifted for Invitation

WATCH THE EVANGELIST VIDEO
Found online at centralwesleyan.org/groupmaterials

INTRODUCTION

Philip is the prototype for an evangelist in the Bible.

John 1:43-46 
The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, 
“Follow me.”

Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. Philip found 
Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, 
and about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”

“Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked.

“Come and see,” said Philip.

According to this passage, Philip has been following Jesus for less than a day 
when he turns around and invites Nathanael to come follow Jesus too. Author 
Alan Hirsch describes an evangelist as more of a recruiter than a salesperson. 
Contrary to some stereotypes, evangelists aren’t manipulative personalities who 
hard-sell the gospel. They are more like party-planners who want everyone they 
meet to attend their big event.
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THIS WEEK WE LOOK AT

THE ROLE OF EVANGELIST

The Evangelist keeps the proclamation of the good news at the core of the church’s 
message and cultivates an attractive community, all the while broadcasting vision 
through storytelling. Evangelism is communicating truth so hearts and cultures 
receive it. As a storyteller, the evangelist is the all-important recruiter to the cause, 
a naturally infectious person who is able to inspire people to participate in what 
God is doing in and through the church. The Evangelist helps us move toward a 
redeemed community, a growing movement in Christ, a thriving society founded 
upon restored relation to God, and a grace economy built on sharing.

Jesus proclaimed Good News for the poor, forgiveness for all sinners, and salvation 
for the lost—inviting creation into a relationship with Him. Signs and wonders 
confirmed His witness. He opened the doors to all those previously excluded 
through religion and politics. The masses experienced Him as genuine Good 
News. Ultimately, He paid for this redemption with the sacrifice of His life. He is 
the greatest Evangelist ever. 

Callings of an Evangelist might include recruiters, storytellers, communicators, 
apologists, and entrepreneurs. Examples of Evangelists in life or myth include 
Jesus, Philip, George Whitefield, Rick Warren, Billy Graham, Zig Ziglar, Oprah 
Winfrey, Princess Leia (Star Wars).
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ROLE CALL 
We’re glad to have you join us this week as we discuss the role of Evangelist. Let’s 
start by answering any one of the following questions:

• Name a few evangelists you respect, enjoy, or appreciate.

• What are the qualities of a good storyteller?

• Name some good storytellers you don’t necessarily consider evangelists.

ROLE PLAY
Tell Us a Story 
No additional material needed

In groups of three or four people, have one person respond to one of the following 
prompts: 

• Tell your group a story about how you responded when someone asked you 
a question about Jesus 

• Tell a story about a time you asked someone a question about Jesus and 
how they responded.

ROLE OUT
There is no pressure to answer every question.

1. What stands out to you the most from this week’s sermon?

2. Read Acts 8:26-40. 

• The Holy Spirit prompted Philip to interact with the Ethiopian eunuch. 

• Did Philip take time to consider whether he ‘wanted’ to engage the eunuch 
in conversation? How is his response different from Jonah’s response to 
God when God sent Jonah to Nineveh in Jonah 1:1-3? 

• What was Philip’s opening question to the eunuch? 

• How was the eunuch vulnerable and open toward Philip?

• How did Philip respond as an evangelist in this narrative? 

3. Has there been a time in your life when the Holy Spirit prompted you to act 
in a way that was out of the ordinary? What did that look like? How did you 
respond? What was the end result?

4. Read Acts 8:4-8. The church in Jerusalem had just scattered after Stephen’s 
stoning. How did  Philip live out his role when he arrived in Samaria?

5. An evangelist is naturally engaging. What qualities or strengths do you 
appreciate in evangelists you respect?
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ROLE ON
Pray for people who need Christ.

Have the leader pray for someone they know who needs Christ, with the person 
immediately to their left picking up that prayer and adding a person they know 
as well. 

Example: Leader prays for Evan. Person to his left prays for Evan and adds Joan. 
Then the next person to their left prays for Joan and adds Sam, etc., ending the 
prayer time with the leader by praying for whomever the final person initiated 
prayer for.

KEEP IT ROLE-ING
On Sunday you recieved a Corner Card during the service (if you need one, they 
are available at the Information Desk in the lobby).

The Corner Card provides you with a space to pray into the lives of five people 
who you have a close relationship with. This week, write down the names of 
people on the card and pray for, invest in, invite to your group, and or lead as an 
example of Jesus.
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THE SHEPHERD

Gifted to Restore

WATCH THE SHEPHERD VIDEO
Found online at centralwesleyan.org/groupmaterials

INTRODUCTION

Jesus is the ultimate Shepherd. He is focused on protecting His sheep from their 
own bad choices and external threats. He leads wandering sheep back home and 
feeds them. In the Bible, people like Tabitha (Acts 9), who always did good deeds 
for the poor, and Stephen (Acts 7), who was providing food for marginalized 
widows, fit the role of shepherd.

One of a Shepherd’s core values is inclusion; they fight to make sure people 
who feel isolated find a way into the community. Another key characteristic is 
compassion. Shepherds come alongside wounded people and help them put the 
pieces back together. Finally, Shepherds are usually masterful encouragers. They 
identify people who have stumbled and help them get back up on their feet.
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THIS WEEK WE LOOK AT

THE ROLE OF SHEPHERD

A Shepherd is one who thrives in developing and deepening relationships. 
Shepherds are responsible for maintaining and enriching a healthy community. 
They also nurture spiritual maturity, maintain communal health in the body of 
Christ, defend the community against breakdown, and engender loving community 
among the redeemed family of God.  

As a Shepherd, Jesus worked to include the previously excluded people into 
the covenant community, and in doing so, created a new family, open to all 
who love Jesus. Everything about Him radiated concern for people and for the 
establishment of true human community and relationships. His healings and 
His miracles demonstrated God’s grace, mercy, and concern. He is the perfect 
expression of the Shepherd, the Lover of His people. 

Callings of a Shepherd might include caregiver, defender, peacemaker, helper, 
servant, healer. Characteristics of a Shepherd could be that they are empathetic, 
relational, familial, sociable, seekers of the common good, event-oriented, 
engaging, personal, affectionate and protective. You will find Shepherds 
functioning in the fields of medicine, family, psychology, community development, 
law enforcement, and defense. Examples of Shepherds in real life may include:  
Jesus, St. Francis, Eugene Peterson, Nelson Mandela, Colin Powell, Mother Teresa, 
Florence Nightingale, J.R.R. Tolkien.
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ROLE CALL 
We are glad to have you join us this week as we discuss the role of Shepherd. Let’s 
start by answering either of the following questions:

• Has a shepherd impacted your life? If so, how?

• How would life look differently if you and your family did not have someone 
in the role of shepherd in it?

ROLE PLAY
Just A Note 
Materials needed: business cards, pens

• Each person receives a blank business card. Write your name on the top of 
the card and pass it to the person on your left. 

• Using your growing knowledge of APEST and rapport with your group, 
write a word or phrase to encourage them in their APEST role. Don’t be shy 
about taking some time to listen to God about what to write. 

• Keep passing the cards to the left every 30 seconds or so, until each person 
has written on everyone’s card. 

• Leaders collect all the cards at the end and read them aloud to the group. 

• Each person should then receive their own card to keep. 

ROLE OUT
There is no pressure to answer every question.

1. What stands out to you the most from this week’s sermon?

2. Read John 10:1-18. How does Jesus live out the role of Shepherd in these 
verses? How has Jesus lived out the role of Shepherd in your life?

3. Read Acts 20:25-31. Jesus repeatedly uses the image of Shepherd as an 
example of compassion and care. How was Jesus specifically instructing Paul 
and the Ephesian elders to conduct themselves?  

4. Read 1 Peter 5:1-4. What appeal is made to the elders?

5. Since Jesus is the only One who can ultimately “restore’” us, what is the 
Shepherd’s function in relation to this? Why does our church need people in 
the role of Shepherd?

6. Take a moment to consider how you might encourage someone who actively  
lives out the role of Shepherd in your life. Take time this week to encourage them.
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ROLE ON 

• Divide into groups of 2-3.

• Pass your business card one person to the left.

• Pray for that person out loud, using the information on the card. 

Example: Thank you God that Joe is kind, resourceful, and fun. Please be 
with him as he serves others as a teacher and shepherd. Give him wisdom…
Amen!

• Return cards to their owners before you go your separate ways.
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THE TEACHER

Gifted for Wisdom

WATCH THE TEACHER VIDEO
Found online at centralwesleyan.org/groupmaterials

INTRODUCTION

Can you recall a teacher who took complex ideas and broke them down into 
simple truths? From the Ephesians 4 perspective, a teacher isn’t just someone who 
transfers spiritual knowledge, instead, a teacher is someone who communicates 
spiritual truth in a way that others can understand, digest, and apply.

Yes, part of a teacher’s role is to assist the people of God as they discern what 
doctrine is true and should be embraced, and what doctrine is false and should be 
avoided. A consistent theme throughout the New Testament is a warning against 
false teachers. One of the great teachers we read about in the book of Acts is 
Apollos (chapter 18). He is celebrated because his teaching is accurate, energetic, 
and bold.

W
E

E
K

 S
IX



22

W E E K  6

THIS WEEK WE LOOK AT

THE ROLE OF TEACHER

A Teacher is one who is concerned with the passing on of wisdom and 
understanding. This involves bringing a comprehensive understanding of the 
revelation given to the Church. A biblical understanding of teaching emphasizes 
wisdom, not simply speculative philosophy. Teaching also involves taking complex 
ideas and making them easy to pass on to the next generation. 

Jesus taught people wherever and whenever He could. He chose, instructed, 
and guided disciples, teaching them His Way and the Ways of the God of Israel. 
He actually recast the Torah by fulfilling it. His teachings were accessible to the 
simplest and the wisest alike. He was called Rabbi, Logos, The Truth, The Way, Our 
Teacher, The Word Made Flesh, God’s Wise Judge, and the riches of knowledge 
and wisdom. The medium of His life was its message: The Truth and Light. He is 
the greatest Teacher, ever. 

Callings of a Teacher might include educators, investigators, guides, writers, 
truth-tellers, information workers, debaters, engineers, researchers, theologians, 
disciple-makers, accountants, forensics, legal workers, coaches. Examples in real 
and mythical life are: Jesus, Apollos, Socrates, Plato, Augustine, Aquinas, John 
Calvin, Henry Nouwen, Beth Moore, Priscilla Shirer, Albert Einstein, Helen Keller, 
Stephen Hawking, Yoda (Star Wars).
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ROLE CALL 
We’re glad to have you join us this week as we discuss the role of Teacher. But 
first, let’s discuss your APEST results.

• Let’s do a speed round—each person says their primary and secondary 
APEST result (ex: Shepherd/Teacher or Apostle/Evanglist)

• What resonated with you about your results?

• What questions do you have, if any, about your results. 

ROLE PLAY
Now that we’ve explored the five roles that God has given for His Church’s 
flourishing, let’s take some time to visualize what this could look like in our lives, 
our church, our neighborhoods, and our community. By now, you have probably  
begun to recognize a “role” (or set of spiritual gifts or callings) that resonate with 
you. As a group, let’s take a few minutes to engage our imaginations, considering 
what it could look like if our community of faith embraced these wonderful roles.  

Imagine your life one week, six months, or a year from now…

• What does it look like for you to live into your “role”?  What mental pictures 
or opportunities come to mind? 

• How does it feel? Who are you serving, and who are you serving alongside? 

• Share some of your impressions with your group!  

• Be prepared to share next week what your thoughts are regarding living 
into your role.

ROLE OUT
There is no pressure to answer every question.

1. What stands out to you the most from this week’s sermon?

2. Read Acts 18:18-28. How was Apollos initially described as a teacher? After 
Priscilla and Aquila heard Apollos speak, why did they pull him aside? In the 
narrative, how does Apollos appear to react to their additional teaching? 

3. If you or someone in your group identifies with the role of teacher, has this 
sermon encouraged you to live more powerfully into your role? If so, what     
might that look like?

4. How could you develop or encourage writers, investigators, guides, truth 
tellers, debaters, engineers, etc., to powerfully embrace their role as  a teacher?

ROLE ON
In groups of 2-3 people, pray for teachers you know before heading your separate 
ways (remembering this isn’t necessarily a K-12 teacher). 
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