AWE AND ACTION: STEVE NORMAN

Why True Worship Always Results 1n Mission
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In the year that King Uzziah died, | saw the
Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and
the train of his robe filled the temple. Above
him were seraphim, each with six wings: With
two wings they covered their faces, with two
they covered their feet, and with two they were
flying. And they were calling to one another:
“Holy, holy, holy Is the Lord Almighty; the
whole earth is full of his glory.” At the sound of
their voices the doorposts and thresholds
shook and the temple was filled with smoke.



“Woe to me!” | cried. “I| am ruined! For | am a
man of unclean lips, and | live among a people
of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the
King, the Lord Almighty.” Then one of the
seraphim flew to me with a live coal In his
hand, which he had taken with tongs from the
altar. With it he touched my mouth and said,
“See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is
taken away and your sin atoned for.” Then |
heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom
shall | send?



And who will go for us?” And | said, “Here am
. Send me!” He said, “Go and tell this people:
““Be ever hearing, but never understanding; be
ever seeing, but never perceiving.” Make the
heart of this people calloused; make their ears
dull and close their eyes. Otherwise they
might see with their eyes, hear with their ears,
understand with their hearts,



and turn and be healed.” Then | said, “For how
long, Lord?” And he answered: “Until the cities
lie ruined and without inhabitant, until the
houses are left deserted and the fields ruined

and ravaged.”
|lsalah 6:1-11






And they were calling to one another: “Holy,
holy, holy iIs the Lord Almighty; the whole
earth is full of his glory.” At the sound of their
voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and
the temple was filled with smoke.

|lsalah 6:3-4






“Woe to me!” | cried. “I| am ruined! For | am a
mahn of unclean lips, and | live among a people

of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the
King, the Lord Almighty.”

lsalah 6:5



With it he touched my mouth and said, “See,
this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken
away and your sin atoned for.”

lsalah ©6:7/












Then | heard the voice of the Lord saying,
“Whom shall | send? And who will go for us?”
And | said, “Here am |l. Send me!”

|lsalah ©6:8
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The heartbeat of heaven is mission.



Even after Jesus had performed so many
sighs In their presence, they still would not
believe In him. This was to fulfill the word of
Isaiah the prophet: “Lord, who has believed our
message and to whom has the arm of the Lord
been revealed?” For this reason they could not
believe, because, as Isaiah says elsewhere:



“He has blinded their eyes and hardened their
hearts, so they can neither see with their eyes,
nhor understand with their hearts, nor turn—and
| would heal them.” Isaiah said this because he
saw Jesus’ glory and spoke about him.

John 12:37-41



There is no beholding the glory
without telling the Story.



Some were convinced by what he said, but
others would not believe. They disagreed
among themselves and began to leave after
Paul had made this final statement: “The Holy
Spirit spoke the truth to your ancestors when
he said through Isaiah the prophet: ‘Go to this
people and say, “You will be ever hearing but
never understanding; you will be ever seeing
but never perceiving.” For this people’s heart
has become calloused; they hardly hear with
their ears, and they have closed their eyes.’



““Otherwise they might see with their eyes,
hear with their ears, understand with their
hearts and turn, and | would heal them.’
Therefore | want you to know that God’s
salvation has been sent to the Gentiles, and

they will listen!”
Acts 28:24-28
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