SHEPHERD



So Christ himself gave the apostles,
the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers,
to equip his people for works of service, so that the
body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in
the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and

become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the
fullness of Christ.



Moses said to the Lord, “May
the Lord, the God who gives breath to all living
things, appoint someone over this community to go out
and come in before them, one who will lead them out
and bring them in, so the Lord’s people will not be like
sheep without a shepherd.” So the Lord said to Moses,
“Take Joshua son of Nun, a man in whom is the spirit of
leadership, and lay your hand on him.



Without care, sheep are:

Prone to panic Pushed to paralysis

Prey for predators.



Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching
in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the
kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. When
he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because
they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a

shepherd.



| myself will tend my sheep and have them lie
down, declares the Sovereign Lord. | will search for the
lost and bring back the strays. | will bind up the injured
and strengthen the weak, but the sleek and the strong |
will destroy. | will shepherd the flock with justice.



And David shepherded them with integrity of heart;
with skillful hands he led them.



In those days when the number of disciples
was increasing, the Hellenistic Jews[a] among them
complained against the Hebraic Jews because their
widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution
of food. So the Twelve gathered all the
disciples together and said, “It would not be right for us
to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to
wait on tables. Brothers and sisters, choose seven men
from among you who are known to be full of the
Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over
to them and will give our



attention to prayer and the ministry of the word.” This
proposal pleased the whole group. They chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also
Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas
from Antioch, a convert to Judaism. They presented
these men to the apostles, who prayed and laid their
hands on them. So the word of God spread. The number
of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large
number of priests became obedient to the faith.



Religion that God our Father accepts as pure
and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in
their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted

by the world.



In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied
by action, is dead. But someone will say, “You have faith;
| have deeds.” Show me your faith without deeds, and |
will show you my faith by my deeds. You believe that
there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—

and shudder.





