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Ecclesiastes 3:9–14 
What do workers gain from their toil?  I have seen the burden God 
has laid on the human race. He has made everything beautiful in its 
time. He has also set eternity in the human heart; yet no one can 
fathom what God has done from beginning to end. I know that there 
is nothing better for people than to be happy and to do good while 
they live. That each of them may eat and drink, and find



satisfaction  in all their toil—this is the gift of God.  I know that 
everything God does will endure forever; nothing can be added to it 
and nothing taken from it. God does it so that people will fear him. 
  

Ecclesiastes 3:9–14



Destiny 
God invites us to choose satisfaction over success.



God’s desire is for us to find satisfaction in ALL our toil.



So I saw that there is nothing better for a person than to enjoy their 
work, because that is their lot. For who can bring them to see what 
will happen after them? 

Ecclesiastes 3:22



Community 
God invites us to choose team over self.



Ecclesiastes 4:7–12  
Again I saw something meaningless under the sun: There was a 
man all alone; he had neither son nor brother. There was no end to 
his toil, yet his eyes were not content with his wealth. “For whom 
am I toiling,” he asked, “and why am I depriving myself of 
enjoyment?” This too is meaningless— a miserable business! Two 
are better than one, because they have a good return for their labor: 
If either of them falls down, one can help the other up. But pity



anyone who falls and has no one to help them up. Also, if two lie 
down together, they will keep warm. But how can one keep warm 
alone? Though one may be overpowered, two can defend 
themselves. A cord of three strands is not quickly broken. 

Ecclesiastes 4:7–12



Legacy 
God invites us to choose influence over control.



Ecclesiastes 5:13–20 
I have seen a grievous evil under the sun: wealth hoarded to the harm 
of its owners, or wealth lost through some misfortune, so that when 
they have children there is nothing left for them to inherit. Everyone 
comes naked from their mother’s womb, and as everyone comes, so 
they depart. They take nothing from their toil that they can carry in their 
hands. This too is a grievous evil: As everyone comes, so they depart, 
and what do they gain, since they toil for the wind? All their  days they



eat in darkness, with great frustration, affliction and anger. This is what 
I have observed to be good: that it is appropriate for a person to eat, to 
drink  and to find satisfaction in their toilsome labor  under the sun 
during the few days of life God has given them—for this is their 
lot. Moreover, when God gives someone wealth and possessions, and 
the ability to enjoy them, to accept their lot and be happy in their toil—
this is a gift of God.  They seldom reflect on the days of their life, 
because God keeps them occupied with gladness of heart. 

Ecclesiastes 5:13–20




