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he was jJust as gqguilty as the
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younhger son who left.

Jesus’
stayed,



“A man who loves wisdom brings joy to
his father, but a companion of prostitutes
sguanders his wealth.”

Proverbs 29:3
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The older son represents those who are
found but are lost.
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He [Jesus] replied, “Isaiah was right when
he prophesied about you hypocrites; as it
IS written: ‘These people honor me with
their lips, but their hearts are far from me.
They worship me In vain; their teachings
are merely human rules.”
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“Lost sons sometimes have difficulty coming
home because of their older brothers.”
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Gary M. Burge, Jesus, The Middle &l \

Eastern Storyteller, 97
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Jov Is the litmus test of whether we’re
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“The parable sounds a note of joy that
should mark disciples of the kingdom. If
the kingdom iIs present and forgiveness Is
being dispensed, even If evil 1s still In the
world, joy should characterize those who
recognize what Is happening. Christians
sometimes are not a joyful lot. They either
take faith for granted or forget what they
have, or worse, like the elder son who
hears music and does not want to get too
close, they are suspicious of joy ...




.. Joy IS not an optional feature of the faith,
nor can it be attained by smiling more and
singing louder. It must emerge from an
awareness of the mercy and forgiveness of
God enacted in the kingdom.”




