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"1 KINGS 12:1-4

Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel had gone
there to make him king. When Jeroboam son of Nebat
heard this (he was still in Egypt, where he had fled
from King Solomon), he returned from Egypt. So they
sent for Jeroboam, and he and the whole assembly of
Israel went to Rehoboam and said to him: “Your father
put a heavy yoke on us, but now lighten the harsh
labor and the heavy yoke he put on us, and we willig
serve you.”
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1 KINGS 9: 15, 22-23

Here is the account of the forced labor King Solomon
conscripted to build the LORD's temple, his own
palace, the terraces, the wall of Jerusalem, and Hazor,
Megiddo and Gezer....

But Solomon did not make slaves of any of the
Israelites; they were his fighting men, his government
officials, his officers, his captains, and the commanders
of his chariots and charioteers. They were also the
chief officials in charge of Solomon's projects-550
officials supervising those who did the work.
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*LESSONLEARNED

| ln turbulent seasons, sensitivity
;to peoples’ situations and needs
_f‘ls critical. ™
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1'KINGS 11:40

Solomon tried to kill Jeroboam, but Jeroboam fled
to Egypt, to Shishak the king, and stayed there until

Solomon’s death.
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Seek the affirmation you need.
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1 KINGS 12:5-11
Rehoboam answered, “Go away for three days and then
come back to me.” So the people went away.

Then King Rehoboam consulted the elders who had
served his father Solomon during his lifetime. “How
would you advise me to answer these people?” he asked.

They replied, “If today you will be a servant to these
people and serve them and give them a favorable answer,
they will always be your servants.”
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But Rehoboam rejected the advice the elders gave him and
consulted the young men who had grown up with him and
were serving him. He asked them, “What is your advice?
How should we answer these people who say to me, ‘Lighten

' the yoke your father put on us’?”

The young men who had grown up with him replied, “These
people have said to you, ‘Your father put a heavy yoke on us,
but make our yoke lighter’ Now tell them, ‘My little finger is
thicker than my father’s waist. My father laid on you a heavy
yoke; | will make it even heavier. My father scourged you with
whips; | will scourge you with scorpions.’ oon ool B
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1 KINGS 11:9-13

The Lord became angry with Solomon because his heart
had turned away from the Lord, the God of Israel, who
had appeared to him twice. Although he had forbidden
Solomon to follow other gods, Solomon did not keep the
Lord’s command. So the Lord said to Solomon, “Since
this is your attitude and you have not kept my covenant
and my decrees, which | commanded you, | will most
certainly tear the kingdom away from you and give it to
one of your subordinates. Nevertheless, for the sake of
David your father, | will not do it during your lifetime.

I will tear it out of the hand of your son. Yet | will not tear
the whole kingdom from him, but will give him one tribe
for the sake of David my servant and for the sake of
Jerusalem, which | have chosen.”
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The Lord became angry with Solomon because his heart
had turned away from the Lord, the God of Israel, who
had appeared to him twice. Although he had forbidden
Solomon to follow other gods, Solomon did not keep the
Lord’s command. So the Lord said to Solomon, “Since
this is your attitude and you have not kept my covenant
and my decrees, which | commanded you, | will most
certainly tear the kingdom away from you and give it to
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1 KINGS 11:29-33A

About that time Jeroboam was going out of
Jerusalem, and Ahijah the prophet of Shiloh met
him on the way, wearing a new cloak. The two of
them were alone out in the country, and Ahijah
took hold of the new cloak he was wearing and
tore it into twelve pieces. Then he said to
Jeroboam, “Take ten pieces for yourself, for this is
what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘See, | am
going to tear the kingdom out of Solomon’s hand
and give you ten tribes. But for the sake of my
servant David and the city of Jerusalem, which |
have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, he will
have one tribe. | will do this because they have
forsaken me...”” \
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1 KINGS 11:29-33A

About that time Jeroboam was going out of
Jerusalem, and Ahijah the prophet of Shiloh met
him on the way, wearing a new cloak. The two of
them were alone out in the country, and Ahijah
took hold of the new cloak he was wearing and
tore it into twelve pieces. Then he said to
Jeroboam, “Take ten pieces for yourself, for this is
what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘See, | am
going to tear the kingdom out of Solomon’s hand
and give you ten tribes. But for the sake of my
servant David and the city of Jerusalem, which |
have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, he will
have one tribe. | will do this because they have
forsaken me...”” \

1 KINGS 12:21-24

When Rehoboam arrived in Jerusalem, he
mustered all Judah and the tribe of Benjamin—a
hundred and eighty thousand able young
men—to go to war against Israel and to regain the
kingdom for Rehoboam son of Solomon.

But this word of God came to Shemaiah the man
of God: “Say to Rehoboam son of Solomon king
of Judah, to all Judah and Benjamin, and to the
rest of the people, ‘This is what the Lord says: Do
not go up to fight against your brothers, the
Israelites. Go home, every one of you, for this is
my doing.”” So they obeyed the word of the Lord
and went home again, as the Lord had ordered.
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LUKE 12:51-53

Do you think | came to bring peace on earth? No, | tell
you, but division. From now on there will be five in one
family divided against each other, three against two and
two against three. They will be divided, father against
son and son against father, mother against daughter
and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against
daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against J

~ mother-in-law.”
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MATTHEW 11:28-30

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and |

will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from

me, for | am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find

rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is

light.”
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